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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: 


COME HOME TO SANITY 


Harry E. Salyards 


You cannot open an issue of Coin World these days 
without reading someone’s gripe against the U.S. Mint— 
not the one obsessively striking billions of circulating 
coins with zero purchasing power every year—but the 
one marketing “numismatic collectibles” to increasingly 
disgruntled collectors. One vents about his bonus 2019- 
W Lincoln cent grading only Proof 66. Others rant about 
malfunctions of the mint’s web site shutting them out on 
attempted first-day orders. Much of the time, this disap- 
pointment is expressed not in terms of failing to obtain 
a desired piece for their collections, but with resentment 
that now they will not be able to capitalize on a quick 
slab-and-resale. 


What, pray tell, does that have to do with coin collect- 
ing? Are you looking for an exciting new mintmark for 
your collection of Lincolns, a commemorative of par- 
ticular historic interest to you, or just a product with a 
label reading “MS69”? 


To these people, I would say: Is the mint getting your 
goat? Then just say no. Instead of paying thousands of 
dollars per year for caricatures in silver, littered with 
hollow mottos and labeled devices—or weird surface 
treatments, like “reverse proofs”—or retro silver de- 
signs in gold—yjust say no. Come home to sanity. Come 
home to EAC. 


Yes, I recognize that most of the people to whom this 
advice 1s directed are not EAC members. But the collect- 
ing and study of early American copper is nonetheless 
the historic “home” of American numismatics. We have 
served as an area of respite in the past, when whatever 
promotion in the wider collecting world had played it- 
self out. Many such promotions are ultimately grounded 
in collector insecurity, today in particular around the is- 
sue of grading. As we’ve been exploring in these pages 
over the last couple of years, grading has been sold as 
a matter of mystery and authority, which mere amateur 
collectors cannot possibly comprehend. This is absurd. 
Grading, like the recognition of authenticity, can be 
taught. Expert opinions are valuable; but they are just 











that: opinions, not gospel truth. Grading 1s an aesthetic 
judgment that suggests a range of reasonable value, not 
the “scientific” assignment of a price point. We will con- 
tinue to harp on this theme, because it is of the utmost 
importance. 


As to the cost of forming a collection of early cop- 
per, while fortunes have been spent, and will continue to 
be spent, on high-grade large cents, half cents and colo- 
nials, there are literally millions of modestly priced cop- 
pers “out there,” every one of which reflects the nuances 
of its manufacture. Before 1836, in particular, this was 
true Manu-facture: dies made by hand, one letter and 
numeral at a time. Large cents and half cents were being 
collected and studied 20 years before the first Morgan 
dollar was even struck. And as for Morgans—sure, mi- 
croscopic die characteristics have now been researched 
and published, particularly to identify counterfeits; but 
even under a glass, the only obvious difference between 
the 1889 and the 1889cc is that little double mintmark— 
at a quoted price difference of close to $45,000 in MS64. 
And that ton of money buys you zero history; it’s simply 
a matter of which bag of useless, non-circulating dollars 
the coin came from, back in the early ‘60s. 

















Early American copper coins, by way of contrast, 
were real coins. They were minted because they were 
needed in commerce. They weren’t struck to provide an 
outlet for surplus Comstock Lode silver, nor were they 
produced in denial of economic reality, like today’s Lin- 
coln cents and Jefferson nickels. They weren’t sealed 
in one marketer’s plastic holder, to be removed and re- 
sealed in another marketer’s plastic holder, all alike, by 
the hundreds of thousands. They were made, however 
crudely, and they passed into circulation, with all its 
thousands of knocks. That an early copper coin in the 
grade of About Good could even exist with just “honest 
wear” is a minor miracle. That such a coin can receive 
the recognition it deserves, for the RARITY it 1s, is why 
we publish Penny-Wise—to give these honest coins 
their just deserts. 


* CK OK CK OK OK CK K Ke KK K K OK 
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WHAT IS A VARIETY? 
Bill Eckberg 


“The beginning of wisdom 1s the definition of terms.” — Socrates 


Penny-Wise published a piece by David Lange of Nu- 
mismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC) in the April 
2019 issue’ describing what NGC certified as a “new 
variety” of half cent. It got me thinking about the mean- 
ing of the term, “variety,” and it appears that there is 
not a definition of the term upon which everyone agrees. 
With something so basic, there needs to be a universal- 
ly-accepted definition, and it must be consistent with 
legal requirements for what the Mint produced. | dis- 
cuss previous usages of the term and suggest a logical 
and comprehensive definition. 


The first meaningful classification of early coppers 
was by Sylvester S. Crosby in the April, 1869 issue of 
the American Journal of Numismatics’, that featured the 
famous “Levick Plate” of 1793 cents. Crosby identified 
obverse dies by numerals and reverse dies by letters. 
Thus, the first variety struck, the Chain AMERI., was 
referred to as 1-A, the next as 1-B, and so on. Crosby 
did not use the term “variety” but he referred to “class- 
es” (Chain, Wreath, Liberty Cap) and die combinations. 
Maris? and later Frossard and Hays* numbered the vari- 
eties of 1794 cents and called them that, giving a single 
number to each unique obverse/reverse die combina- 
tion. Conventionally, then, a “variety” in any series has 
been defined for 150 years by a unique obverse/reverse 
die combination. Does everyone agree? Let’s see. 














Sheldon? followed this convention with a slight twist. 
It had been discovered that different examples of some 
early cent varieties had different edge ornamentations. 
He differentiated these by adding a lowercase letter after 
the variety designation (e.g., Sllb is the same as lla 
and llc except that the edge of 11b reads ONE HUNDRED 
FOR A DOLLAR followed by two leaves, whereas lla has 
a VINE AND Bars edge, and 1 1c has a single leaf after the 





1 Lange, David. 2019. NGC certifies new half cent variety. 
Penny-Wise LIKI, 66-67. 

2 Crosby, Sylvester S. 1869. The United States cents of 
1793. Am. J. Numismatics Wl, 93-97. 

3. Maris, Edward. 1869. Varieties of the Copper Issues of the 
United States’ Mint in the Year 1794.William K. Bellows, 
Philadelphia. 

4 Frossard, Ed. And W.W. Hays. 1893. Varieties of United 
States Cents of the Year 1794. Described and Illustrated. 
Privately Published. 

5 Sheldon, William H., Dorothy I. Paschal and Walter 
Breen. 1958. Penny Whimsy. A Revision of Early Ameri- 
can Cents, 1793-1814. Harper & Brothers, New York. 





inscription). Thus, two different edge lettering die sets 
were used for cents in 1793. Much more recently it was 
discovered that two different VINE AND Bars edge die 
sets were also used, though nobody seems to pay atten- 
tion to that, indicating that, rather than logic, convention 
and long usage (and perhaps price) are the primary fac- 
tors in whether or not edge ornamentation is used as a 
criterion for early copper coin classification. 


Sheldon wrote: 


“It should be emphasized that Nos. lla, 11b, and 
llc make up a single die variety [italics his]. The 
edge device...variations do not enter into the defi- 
nition of die varieties. Occasionally an 11-J cent 
is seen with a plain edge — doubtless the result of 
a careless error of omission.” 





So far, so good, and very clear. But we haven’t heard 
from half cent authors yet. 


Walter Breen® designated not only the different 1794 
and 1797 half cent edge ornamentation variants but also 
1795-7 (presumed) different planchet sources by lower 
case letters. Consistent with Sheldon’s usage, he re- 
ferred to these as “subvarieties,” meaning that they did 
not rise to variety status because the obverse and reverse 
dies were the same. But he muddied the meaning of sub- 
variety by including two different criteria. 


His late 1795-1797 subvarieties (except the low 
heads, which were classified by edge ornamentation 
or the lack thereof) referred to the presumed planchet 
stock: rolled copper, Talbot, Allum & Lee (TAL) tokens, 
or large cents. Never mind that the only way he identi- 
fied a coin as having been struck on rolled stock was 
the absence of TAL or large cent undertype! That makes 
no sense at all. To Breen, a subvariety could be distin- 
guished either by edge ornamentation or planchet stock, 
but he did not differentiate between the two. To muddy 
the waters even further, Breen referred to the examples 
showing half dollar undertype, which proved their plan- 
chet source had been copper die trials of half dollars, 
with the designation of rolled stock, instead of referring 
to them as half dollar die trial stock. Breen, thus, had no 
clear definition of what a subvariety was. 








The same is true of Roger S. Cohen, Jr.’ He assigned 
6 Breen, Walter. 1983. Walter Breen s Encyclopedia of 
United States Half Cents 1793-1857. American Institute of 
Numismatic Research, South Gate, CA. 
7 Cohen, Roger S., Jr. 1971. American Half Cents, the 
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a number to each obverse/reverse die combination as 
did Breen. Under the heading, Varieties, he wrote “each 
obverse and reverse die combination known to me has 
been assigned a number in the order of the presumed 
emission sequence of each date.” For coins dated 1794, 
1795 and 1797, Cohen differentiated edge markings by 
a lowercase letter, improperly calling those varieties as 
well, instead of subvarieties, which they are by every- 
one else’s definitions. In three cases, however, he used 
the same letter designation to refer to coins of differ- 
ent weights; for Cohen, ANY difference was evidently 
grounds to declare a separate variety — certainly a non- 
standard and unhelpful interpretation. 


The first variety struck at different weights, 1795 2-A 
(C2, B2), was initially struck in 1795 with a lettered 
edge at the original 104 gr standard. The same die pair 
was also struck in 1796 with a plain edge at the 84 ger 
standard. 


Examples of the last two 1795-dated varieties, CS and 
C6, both also struck in 1796 after the weight standard 
change, exist in two weight classes as well. At first, Co- 
hen did not know the reason for the difference, but he 
called them different varieties, assigning a lower case 
“a” to the lighter coins and a lower case “b” to the heavi- 
er ones. By the time he published his second edition’, he 
knew that the thick coins had been struck over spoiled 
cents. According to Mike Packard’, Cohen eventually 
decided he had erred in differentiating the heavy and 
light 1795 C5s and Cos by weight as varieties. How- 
ever, this was not published, and the letter designations 
remain in common usage. Cohen offered us a definition 
of variety that is inconsistent with that used for other 
series, encompassing all subvarieties and more. 


Bill Weber, in an article in P-W in 1998"°, provided the 
following expanded definition: “a die variety [emphases 
his] is created when the mint is authorized by its control- 
ling agencies to use an obverse and reverse die — and 
when appropriate, edge dies — to transfer their designs 
onto planchets of a certain size, alloy and weight,” thus 
adding “authorized,” “alloy,” ’’size” and “weight” to the 
definition of variety. The key to his system was that edge 
treatments, weights, efc. needed to be legally autho- 
rized. However, there is nothing in the Mint Act of 1792 
or other later Congressional acts about edge ornamenta- 
tion on any U.S. coin. By Weber’s definition, then, the 

“Little Half Sisters.” Privately Published. 

8 Cohen, Roger S., Jr. 1982. American Half Cents, the 
“Little Half Sisters,” (Second Edition). Wigglesworth & 
Ghatt Co., Alexandria, VA. 

9 Packard, Michael D. Personal communication. 

10 Weber, Bill. 1998. An open letter to R. Tettenhorst: vari- 
eties & subvarieties. Penny-Wise XXXII, 160-163. 

















only legitimate variety, beyond the numbered obverse/ 
reverse combinations, would be 1795 C2b, because it 
was struck at a different, authorized legal standard. It 
also happens to have a different edge — plain, instead of 
lettered — but that would be a coincidence, not the basis 
for a different variety status. Edge lettering variations of 
1794 and 1797 would still be collectible as subvarieties. 





My own book on half cents'' refers to varieties as 
unique obverse/reverse die combinations, except that it 
considers the 84 gr 1795 2-A (C2b, B2b) as a distinct 
variety, as Weber does, because of its legal status. 





Let us at least agree that legally-authorized or mandat- 
ed changes in the coins define new varieties. Let us also 
agree with Sheldon, Breen and others that Mint-caused 
variations in edge ornamentation define subvarieties. 


What, then, do we make of the thick and thin 1795 
no-pole coins? We now know that the reason they ex- 
ist is that no proper half cent planchets were available 
at the time, and anything that could be used as a plan- 
chet stock was used. There was no legal basis for their 
different weights and thicknesses, nor do they represent 
any different intent on the part of the Mint, so they do 
not deserve subvariety status by any rational criterion. 
All half cents of those varieties were supposed to have 
been struck at the 84 gr standard; those that were not 
were struck on planchets that did not comply with the 
law, a fact that seems to have been overlooked by ear- 
lier authors. Breen wrote extensively about this coinage 
but never mentioned the fact that the heavy planchets 
did not approach authorized standards and so were, in 
effect, illegal. Perhaps recognition of this outlaw status 
will make them more popular! Who knows? 





Since Weber’s and my system defines one variety that 
Breen incorrectly calls a subvariety, I provide a table of 
equivalent varieties and subvarieties. Beyond the num- 
bered varieties, there are six additional subvarieties in 
1794 and two in 1797, but none in 1793, 1795 or 1796. 


Interestingly, all of this seems to apply ONLY to half 
cents. Large cent subvarieties have always been defined 
exclusively by the edge ornamentation, and edge orna- 
mentation does not come into play at all in describing 
early silver and gold varieties. I am unaware of any vari- 
ation in edge ornamentation of early dollars. The halves 
had lettered edges, but only three different edges have 
been identified from 1794-1814: one used from 1794 - 
mid-1795; another from mid-1795-1806; and another 











11 Eckberg, William R. 2019. The Half Cent, 1793-1857 — 
The story of America’s Greatest Little Coin. Early Ameri- 
can Coppers, West Palm Beach, FL. 
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from 1807-1814". Apparently, there are no varieties of 
these that have more than one edge type and so no sub- 
varieties at all. The other series had reeded edges, and 
nobody refers to coins with different reed counts as sub- 
varieties. Thus, collectors of early gold and silver series 
don’t have to worry about subvarieties at all. 


All of which leads me to wonder why the Mint both- 
ered with edge ornamentation of any kind on cents and 











Variety Equivalents 

1784 
1-A. Cla, b Bia, b 
2-B Gob, a B2a, b 
a-G Ghb, a Baa, b 
a-D Cib, a B4a, b 
a-E Gab, a BSa, b 
4-E Cb, a Béa, b 
3-D Cr Br 
o-¢ CA 
53-B Go BS 

1785 
1-A. C1 Bi 
2-A @ 104 gr | Gea Bea 
2-A@ 84 or | G2b B?b 
2-B Ca Bs 
2-C C4 B4 
1a-C Cha, b BSa, b 
1a-D Cia, b Ba, b,c 

1786 
1-A ¢-2 B2a, b 
2- FA C1 Bia 

17a? 
1-A G1 Bia, b,c 
2- Fy G2 Bea, Bc 
a-B Gab,c,.a Boa,b,c 


12 Tompkins, Steve M. 2015. Early United States Half Dol- 
lars. Volume I, 1794-1807. Privately Published. 


half cents. The coins were not legal tender until 1965, 
170 or more years after they were struck. As their metal 
content was worth less than their nominal value, clip- 
ping was never an issue. Upsetting mills would be just 
as effective at producing round planchets with upset 
rims and would last longer if they lacked ornamenta- 
tions. Indeed, edge ornamentation was abandoned for 
all copper coins (with a few unexplained exceptions) in 
1795. It served no useful purpose. 





In summary, if we require legal status as a criterion 
for a variety and subvariety designation, the 1795 2-A 
coins, some struck at the 104 gr standard of 1793 and 
the rest struck at the 84 gr standard of 1796, are elevated 
to the status of separate varieties. Because there was 
no legal basis for their existence, the Cohen and Breen 
subvariety designations for 1795 la-C and la-D should 
be discontinued, as should Breen’s ambiguous designa- 
tion of planchet sources as separate subvarieties in 1795, 
1796 and 1797. 


Notes to the table: 


1. Subvarieties of 1794 are keyed to Breen’s system 
with large edge letters designated “a.” Cohen re- 
ferred to the more common subvariety, which- 
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ever it was, as “a. 





2. The 1795 2-A die combination corresponds to 
two different varieties, because the coins were 
struck at two different legally mandated weights. 
Breen considered them merely subvarieties, be- 
cause they differ in edge ornamentation, but the 
legally-imposed change in weight is a far more 
important distinction and makes them different 
varieties. 


3. The 1795 la die is obverse 1 in a late die state 
after heavy lapping has removed the pole. 


4. The subvarieties listed by Breen and Cohen for 
1795 no poles mean different things. Cohen’s re- 
fer to planchet weight, and Breen’s refer to plan- 
chet stock. Thus, Breen has a third subvariety to 
differentiate rolled from TAL stock. Since plan- 
chet stock cannot be determined in the absence 
of undertype, it 1s not a reasonable basis for sub- 
variety status. As noted in the text, the different 
planchet weights have no legal status and so no 
subvariety status. All of these are, therefore, de- 
leted. 





5. The subvarieties of 1797 3-B are given in order 
as lettered, gripped and plain edges. 





If we accept the definition of a variety presented here, 
how many business strike varieties are there? I provide 
the following list: 
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1793 - 4 
1794 - 9+ 6 subvarieties 
1795 - 7 
1796 - 2 
1797 - 3 +2 subvarieties 
1800 - 1 
1802 - 2 
1803 - 4 
1804 - 12 
1805 - 4 
1806 - 4 
1807 - 1 
1808 - 3 
1809 - 6 
1810 - 1 
1811 - 2 
1825 - 2 
1826 - 2 
1828 - 3 
1829 - 1 
1832 - 3 
1833 - 1 
1834 - 1 


1835 - 
1849 - 
1850 - 
1851 - 
1853 - 
1854 - 
1855 - 
1856 - 
1857 - 


Fortunately, as for large cents, the issue of subvariet- 
ies is limited to 18" century half cents. 


The reader will note that I have not included 1831, 
which I and most other authors consider a proof-only 
date. Of course, the collector of means for whom tradi- 
tion rules is welcome to try to obtain an alleged business 
strike example of this date. 


ee oe ee ee We) 


We thus have a total of 88 legitimate varieties. If we 
add in the subvarieties as collectible, we have a total of 
96 legitimately different half cents that can be collected. 
The specialist who wants absolutely everything 1s wel- 
come to collect the thick and thin examples of the 1795 
no pole coins as they are not too rare to be collectible. 
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ADVICE FOR NEW MEMBERS, PART 5 


Hugh Bodell 


I have nine items of advice that I think are important 
and I have ranked them in order starting with the most 
important first. 


First, you should never speak out about your collec- 
tion to others. The idea 1s that if no one knows you col- 
lect rare coins then no one will break into your house 
looking to steal them. Someone once wrote that he could 
imagine telling a neighbor about his collecting in front 
of his neighbor’s eight year old daughter and that a de- 
cade later her boyfriend breaks into your house looking 
for valuables. That one really stuck with me. The few 
people who do know you collect are on a short list of 
potential suspects should a robbery occur. Keep this list 
as brief as possible. 





Second, you really need to learn to grade the coins 
you wish to collect. Never rely on the grading of oth- 
ers. Even professional graders may assign a grade to a 
coin with which most others would take issue, including 
the buyer. If you have spent fifteen minutes comparing 
grades assigned with photos of auction coins, you will 
be more experienced than many third party graders. 





Third, you should keep a running list of the coins you 
own, the price you paid, and from whom you bought 
them. Other information can be included as well. This 


will prevent you from making a purchase only to find 
out you already had a better one than the one you just 
bought. It’s also nice to know what you spent on a coin 
when selling it later. 


Fourth, you should sell some coins. You need to learn 
how others feel about your buying decisions and you 
need to learn where to sell them unless you plan to give 
them all away. Dealers will be happy to show you the 
coin problems that bother them. You won’t do well if 
you only buy ones with big problems. 


Fifth, you may need to find more buying opportuni- 
ties. This may mean going to coin shows that are a bit 
farther from home than you prefer. I rarely drive more 
than four hours to get to a show (only EAC). Not many 
coins will show up within a half hour drive of your 
home. There are dealers and websites just waiting for 
your business. 





Sixth, you should learn to attribute (identify) the vari- 
eties. It’s far more fun to buy more than just one of each 
date. You may find a rare and valuable variety at the 
price of a common one if you know more than the seller. 
Keep an up-to-date list of the coins you want because 
they are almost always presented face up and knowing 
the variety when possible without waiting to see the re- 
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verse will save you much time. You should never spread 
out a book or papers on a dealer’s table because that 
hides his coins from being seen by other potential cus- 
tomers. The dealer is paying for this time and space. 


Seventh, when upgrading a coin be sure to make it 
a large upgrade. If the replacement is only a tad bet- 
ter than the first, you may miss several attributes of the 
lower grade one, like better color or fewer marks in bad 
places. You want to forget about your old one and love 
your new one. 


These last two I have heard but have little to comment 
on: Eighth, only spend what you can afford to lose; and 
don’t have more than a fourth of your financial holdings 
(eggs) in coins (one basket). 


And Ninth, totally out of order, but of greatest impor- 
tance: When you have enough coins to protect, put them 
in a safe deposit box at your bank! The annual charge 
will be much less than insuring your set—just get used 
to not having your coins at home! 
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GRADING—A MODEST PROPOSAL 


Nathan Markowitz 


As a collector of early US coinage, both silver and 
copper, I have been barraged by a plethora of grading 
“philosophies” in my measly twenty year collecting ca- 
reer. I own both third party certified coins and raw coins. 
The advent of TPG grading does have merit, especially 
in authenticity and potential grade consistency, particu- 
larly for the less experienced collector; notwithstanding 
the herculean efforts of Jack Young et al to root out the 
“fakes” which slide into TPG holders. The CAC stick- 
ers have tried to refine this further by verifying (in their 
opinion) a “correctly graded coin = green bean” or an 
“under graded coin = gold bean.” ANA has a grading 
guide. EAC has a grading guide outlining our own sys- 
tem. 





Without condemnation or admiration of any, I must 
say I am truly getting dizzy. If an experienced collector 
gets dizzy, what does this mean for the novice carefully 
highlighting the pages of the EAC grading guide, the 
ANA grading guide, and who knows what else? Have 
we ever asked what is the point of grading? 








Here 1s a recent real-life experience. I brought a lovely 
early silver coin, PCGS graded Fine 15, with a cool die 
crack to a recent national convention. It turns out it was 
a duplicate and I casually showed it around. The very 
first collector to see this coin stated, ““Wow, that’s nice!” 
I replied, “Thanks, its one of my favorite die marriages 
and happens to be a duplicate now...1f you are inter- 
ested.” The correct reply would have been either, “Yes, 
how much?” or “No, thanks.” The actual reply: “Would 
it CAC?” 


Seriously, dude? You loved the coin. I sold it later... 
to another individual, a dealer for his personal set. (And 
yes, it did CAC). 


Therefore, in the spirit of Jonathan Swift I hereby 
present my MODEST PROPOSAL FOR GRADING: 





Four grades, no numbers: 


FN=Friggin Nice. 
A=Average. 
BU=Butt Ugly. 
O=Offensive. 


C’est tout! That’s all! You are welcome to add a 
“WOW?” sticker to FN, or “Blah” to O if you please in 
the appropriate situation...though that’s your system. 
I could elaborate more on this system, but that’s the 
point...there is no need. 


Let me conclude with what I truly believe IS the intent 
of grading. I think it’s a method to describe a coin to a 
potential new owner in terms they might understand. I 
do not think it should be a method to establish the best. 
Or worst. I think we are all guilty of chasing pride. 
Perhaps guilty of heresy, I see little difference in the 
registry set approach and the copper condition census 
database we all cherish so much. In reference to the lat- 
ter, I appreciate Bill Eckberg’s recent article, which dis- 
cussed different deductions. I value surfaces and detest 
intentional mishandling. Personally, I think rim bumps 
are part of the life of a circulated coin; a scratch placed 
by trying to improve the surface is not. You may differ. 
While I personally enjoy nice AU coins, I think a truly 
FN circulated coin is not only lovely, but often much, 
much rarer than an AU survivor. The lovely circulated 
coin survived years in commerce; the AU was likely sit- 
ting in sequential collections for many years. Collectors 
should establish their own personal approach and value 
system. My advice to the new collector is simple: Read 
books, look at coins, learn to handle coins, buy what fits 
your eye. Do not become religious about any grading 
scheme. Beauty should be in the eye of the beholder. 


(My advice to established collectors: Please offer me 
your FN coins!) 
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THE ART OF COLLECTING COINS 


Ray Rouse 


For many years now, coin dealers and third party 
grading services have tried to make coin collecting into 
a science. To hear them tell it, a coin slabbed as MS-64 
is always better and of course more expensive than one 
of the same variety that is called MS-63 by the grading 
services. Unfortunately for them, coin collecting is an 
art and not a science. 


Just as in art, individual collectors find different things 
that they like or dislike about a particular item. The 1m- 
portance of detail, color, surfaces, blemishes, etc. is 
viewed differently by different collectors. Is your VF 
with brown surfaces a more important or better coin than 
my XF with dark spots? Who knows? Opinions vary. 


Third party grading services would have you believe 
that the number of slabbed coins of a given variety in a 
particular grade is important. This 1s misleading at best 
because many coins are resubmitted to the grading ser- 
vices in quest of a higher grade, and thus a higher price. 
This means the reported numbers for any early copper 
in any given grade have little meaning. So how is a new 
collector to find his footing? Let’s go back to basics. 


Before buying any coin for a collection you need some 
education. The most important thing for anyone starting 
a new collection is to know what a good coin 1s. In join- 
ing EAC you are enhancing your “coin education.” If 
you come to the EAC Convention or even simply go to 
the EAC table at a major coin show, you will suddenly 
have a whole new collection of friends who know and 
appreciate great coins and can help you learn what is 
good. The thing that keeps most people from starting a 
coin collection is lack of confidence. Collecting coins 
takes money and people are often afraid to make a mis- 
take. Start by knowing what coins you love and educate 
yourself about them, and confidence in your own judg- 
ment will follow. 





The secret is to know what you are looking for. As 
Q. David Bowers has said (quoting the late Aaron Feld- 
man), “Buy the book before the coin.” Many of the ref- 
erence books used by EAC members include excellent 
data on the actual rarity of coins as well as provide guid- 
ance in variety attribution. 








Knowing your financial limits is also important. As a 
general guide I would not recommend spending more 
for a coin, regardless of its rarity, than you would com- 
fortably spend on a vacation. 


Pedigrees are important too. If a coin has a long pedi- 


gree of significant owners then there is no doubt that 
it is a significant coin. Some dealers throw away past 
ownership data. Perhaps this is because they don’t want 
other collectors to know where it came from. As a col- 
lector, why couldn’t I simply call my friend “Joe” who 
is selling and see if I could buy some of his key items 
directly without giving the dealer any commissions? As 
to auction houses, they generally give you the past his- 
tory of coins as best they can because they recognize 
that pedigrees provide authenticity. 





Often the beauty of a collection can be seen in its bal- 
ance. Are the coins of similar colors and conditions, or 
do you have some great looking coins and some ugly 
hole fillers? Perhaps if you set your goal for a collection 
at a slightly lower grade, say, VF instead of AU, you 
would be able to have a collection with more aesthetic 
appeal. I have seen some fantastic choice AG3s. Any- 
one who could build a collection of them would rate a 
“WOW” from any appreciative collector. 


To build a collection you will need to form a relation- 
ship with one or more professional coin dealers. You 
need someone who is more than just a business associ- 
ate. You need someone who understands your personal- 
ity, your quirks, and what you are trying to accomplish. 
The idea is for them to call YOU, instead of someone 
else, when they find that tough coin you have been look- 
ing for. Establishing rapport with a dealer is important 
because once you do they will often allow you to make 
payments on some of the key items you need for your 
collection. 


A word of caution: Do not think of coins as just an 
investment. Yes, many have appreciated over time. So 
has the stock market. But whether or not either will con- 
tinue to do so is an open question. Picking coins 1s like 
picking stocks, some will go up and some will go down. 
Some years ago commemorative half dollars were all 
the thing. Today they go begging. Maybe they will be 
tomorrow’s coin rage, but fewer young people now col- 
lect coins. Chinese and other counterfeits invade the 
market. Auction houses now want 20% commissions. 


Still, new opportunities are emerging. Though for an 
extra $18 fee, one third-party grader will put the variety 
of the coin on the label in the slab, not every submitter 
opts for this service. Now, we all know that not all 1794 
coins are alike. With your growing knowledge, perhaps 
you can “cherry-pick” a tough variety or two. 
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Suggestions have been made to change the current 
70-point grading system to a more “scientific” 100-point 
grading system. Do you really think anyone could con- 
sistently distinguish between the mythical grades of 
Mint State 83 and Mint State 84? True, a change of 
grading systems would likely bring more money for the 
graders, but which coin is more beautiful is in the eye of 


the beholder, and no pseudo-science will change that. 


Building a coin collection is a personal choice. So buy 
coins you love. They will never disappoint you. They 
can provide your life with the beauty of art, with the 
countless stories of history, with long hours of study and 
appreciation, and with lifelong EAC friends. 
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HOW I GOT STARTED IN EARLY COPPERS 


Steve Carr 





I collected coins as a kid and enjoyed the experience. 
But I only collected Indian and Lincoln cents and Buf- 
falo nickels. Everything else was too just too expensive. 
As for early coppers, I was never really into them—they 
were just too expensive! I stopped collecting in my 
teens. 


Fast forward 25 years. My son, Jim, expressed an in- 
terest in coins, so we went to a local coin store. They had 
a box of old coppers, each for a dollar. I thought “These 
are pretty neat” (and cheap) and I purchased one. This 
cent was not pretty. It was a well-worn, holed 1849. De- 
spite its ugliness, I still have it. This coin made me want 
to examine other, nicer cents. 


But what really got me into large cents were the 
second and third ones I bought. They both came from 
another local dealer’s bid board and I got each for $5. 
The first one was an 1818. A couple of weeks later, I 
purchased the second one. Fortunately (for me), I had 
forgotten the date of my first purchase and, when I got 
home, discovered I had purchased a second 1818, Rats, 
I thought. But when I looked a little closer, I found that 
the two were different. I was surprised! 


This is when I learned about die varieties. Our local 
library had a copy of Howard Newcomb’s United State 
Copper Cents, 1816 -1857 which I used to identify the 


two coins. My first coin was a Newcomb 7. The other 
one kept coming up as an N-4, which Newcomb rated as 
an R6, the rarest rating for any variety of the date. Wow. 
But I really didn’t know what I was doing, so I set this 
one aside for a while. 


When I next looked at the coin, it still came up as an 
N-4, so I put it away again. I figured there was no way 
I had acquired a rare variety. When I looked at the coin 
again, I still came up with N-4. Either I had “scored” a 
rare variety or I was doing something wrong. 


A couple of weeks later, I took the coin to a coin show. 
One of the dealers, Jerry Wysong, looked at my coin 
and said it was an N-4. He offered to buy it or trade 
for it. I agreed and walked away with three large cents, 
an 1823/2 and two mid-grade middle dates. Since I had 
never figured I would own an 1823, I was on cloud nine. 


Now I really wanted to know more about these cop- 
pers. I joined our local coin club, where I learned about 
the ANA. So, I joined it. A couple of weeks later, I saw a 
news article about EAC. Of course, I joined. 





By now, I was totally hooked again with coin collect- 
ing. I just extended my cent collection backwards. And I 
have been a dedicated collector, writer and teacher, with 
emphasis on large cents, ever since. 
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MY FIRST COPPER 


Al Nelson 


My mother left a bunch of ancient coins (which turned 
out to be fake) and some other coins I did not recognize. 
I began collecting silver coins in the mid-‘60s after they 
were no longer minted. 


Eventually, I looked at this odd coin which turned 
out to be a large cent. Amazingly, it was an 1821! Why 
would I have one large cent of such low mintage? I later 
graded it GS—no porosity, just honest wear. 


I now have 246 middle date varieties, including a 
much better 1821 N1. But that GS was my first copper. 
I still have it. 


Editor ’s Note: I would love to have more reminiscenc- 
es like this for publication. As you can see, it’s a simple 
nine-sentence narrative; but full of enthusiasm for the 
subject! 
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THE YN PERSPECTIVE: SPOTLIGHT: ABBY ZECHMAN 


David Huang 


At most EAC regional meetings, and at every annual 
EAC convention, the same question persists; “What is 
the future of the hobby, and how can we ensure there are 
enough Young Numismatists to further 1t?”. Certainly, it 
stands as an exceptionally pressing question, given the 
rising national average age of ANA members, assuredly 
a decently accurate reflection of the average American 
coin collector. However, the answer to the question, un- 
fortunately, cannot be delved solely from discussions 
among our similarly aging club. While there are certain- 
ly YNs who participate, and actively engage with other 
members inside EAC, perhaps the most compelling in- 
sights to this question can be gained from an outside 
perspective of the club, from as many sources possible, 
and of course from as many YNs as possible. 














This series, therefore, 1s meant to provide insight to 
the “big question”, with input from actual YNs! Unsur- 
prisingly, YNs occupy many places within the scope 
of numismatics, including true collectors, vest-pocket 
dealers, writers for numismatic publications, and many, 
many interns for some of the largest companies in the 
industry (including Stack’s, Heritage, PCGS/NGC and 
more). Through a series of interviews with these tal- 
ented and intelligent numismatists, perhaps the answer 
to “the big question” might be made a little more clear. 


At the age of 17, she is ANA’s YN of the Year 2018, an 
award-winning exhibitor at major coin shows, including 
FUN and the ANA, a numismatic writer, as well as an 
EAC collector and established hobo-nickel carver. Her 
work can be seen at www.instagram.com/an_abby_orig- 
inal . 


This interview has been edited for clarity. 
Q: What originally got you into the hobby? 


Abby: Well, I used to be a Girl Scout, and my Girl Scout 
troop went to the FUN show, and I was the only one who 
thought it was cool. It’s not quite the merit badge, but 
we do have a coin collecting badge. That’s what got me 
started, and so I slowly got more and more involved, and 
now I’m obsessed, of course. 


Q: What do you like to collect? And how did you get 
into copper? 


Abby: Hobo Nickels, Large Cents, and red books. (At 
the Summer Seminar) I’ve taken Grading I, Early Amer- 
ican Copper Coinage, Grading I, Hobo Nickel Carving, 
Counterfeit Detection, Numismatic Photography. This 
year, I’m taking Intaglio Printing, as well as Grading 
III. I got into large cents because of the Early American 
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Coppers class. I’ve always been into copper more than 
the other metals, because I’m not a huge fan of gold, and 
silver is Just so heavily collected. I like to be unique, 
and so I’ve always been more of a copper person. After 
I took the class, I thought large cents were really the 
coolest (out of other copper series), and so I started col- 
lecting large cents. 


Q: Where did you learn how to carve hobo nickels? 


There was always a booth from the Original Hobo Nick- 
el Society at FUN, and they seemed to make the most 
noise, and have the most fun, so I’d always stop by and 
see what they’re doing. It kind of combined art and his- 
tory, both of which I’ve always been really into. Finally 
at one show, my mentor Archie Taylor pulled me aside, 
and taught me how to carve. So he sat me down, handed 
me a power tool, and told me to carve a coin! I’ve been 
hooked on hobo nickels since. Also, whenever I go to a 
show, I sit down with fellow carvers, and doing that I 
learn a lot of things every time, from different people. 
Everyone has a different skill set. 





Q: Tell us more about hobo nickels! Origins, stories, etc. 


Abby: Hobo nickels are an artform that really became 
well known during the Great Depression. Back then, 
when hobos would do work for families, help out around 
the house, the garden, they’d get paid with a nickel if 
they didn’t get paid with food or shelter. A lot of times, 
in the hobo jungles (temporary living encampments cre- 
ated by hobos), they needed something to do. One day, 
someone picked up a hammer and a nail, and decided to 
change the design on the buffalo nickel. Other people 
started following along, and it was really popular among 
hobos. It kind of died off a little bit, but then modern en- 
gravers and carvers discovered the craft and decided to 
bring it back, and re-modernize it. Back at home, I have 
an air engraver, which 1s basically a mini jackhammer 
powered by an air compressor, that acts like my hammer 
and nail, and make my job a lot easier. 











Q: What do you think could help other people our age 
get into the hobby, or numismatics in general? 


Abby: Just being encouraging to kids is super important, 
I find that so many dealers are encouraging, but I also 
see a good number that aren’t, just because they think 
aren’t as valuable customers, or they don’t have the 
money or time. I give talks on this, actually. I find a lot 
of parents and grandparents do the same thing! I can’t 
tell you how many times I’ve been carving at the show, 
and a kid comes over to the booth, but their parents pull 


them away immediately, just because it isn’t “typical” 
coin collecting, or high class numismatics. 


Q: Have you considered going into numismatics full- 
time? 


Abby: I have actually, my long term goal is to work at 
the ANA. I’d want to work in the education department, 
but really I'd love to work at any job in the ANA. But 


I'd also be interested in being a convention or seminars 
coordinator. 


Q: Any advice for the young numismatists out there? 


Abby: Just collect what you love, and don’t fall into the 
trap that you need a perfectly toned set of Morgan Dol- 
lars, or whatever it 1s, to be a real coin collector. 


Thanks for sharing your perspective, Abby. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER — CONTACT, CONNECTIONS AND COMMUNITY 
Bill Eckberg 


Please take a look at the list of new members on pp. 
xx Of this issue. Impressed? I am. We have 81 new and 
9 rejoining members. Have we ever had that many new 
members in one issue? Well, no, but we came close once. 
The first issue of P-W in 1967 listed 76 members, all of 
whom were obviously brand new. The next issue listed 
17 more, conveniently bringing us to 93 Charter Mem- 
bers. By the end of our first year, we had 126 members. 


At the middle of 1968 we had 112 members. Even 
then, some forgot to renew their memberships, and ev- 
ery year it seems that about 10% of our membership 
fails to renew. Some forget, and some others drift away 
for various reasons. That’s to be expected. 








I joined in 1990, which was a time of major growth for 
the club. The issue that included me as a new member 
listed 49 of us, the previous issue 35 and the following 
issue 29. That’s fewer than the 106 new members so far 
this year. By contrast, we took in 76 new members in all 
of 2018, 97 in 2017, 72 in 2016, 67 in 2015 and 69 in 
2014. The trend is upwards. 


Why is EAC doing so well? I am pretty sure we can’t 
thank third party grading, as early copper specialists fre- 
quently do not have our coins slabbed. We have a group 
of excellent specialist dealers in whom we have learned 
to have confidence. Are you more comfortable with 
PCGS’ or NGC’s grade of your coins, or those of Bob 
Grellman at Goldberg’s, Mark Borckardt at Heritage, or 
any of our specialist dealers? Fakes in the marketplace 
aren’t scaring us off; our own Jack Young has been THE 
leader in getting counterfeits (including many in slabs) 
exposed — and not only early copper counterfeits. 


One new thing is that several of our members have 
volunteered to fund memberships for new people. Terry 
Denman, Chris McCawley, and especially Greg Hanni- 
gan have done this, and Greg has heavily promoted the 
club through his two Facebook groups: Americana, 
Coins, Currency & Exonumia and Coin Cube Trading. 
But these do not account for all of the new members. 








EAC welcomes people of all walks of life. We have 


members of considerable wealth and members of quite 
modest means. As Dave Bowers eloquently wrote, 
“While a checkbook and a good bank account are nice to 
have, neither is at all essential to the enjoyment of EAC 
membership, and the possession of such is not even a 
consideration of camaraderie.” We have collectors who 
insist on only the finest and others who love barely iden- 
tifiable and even mutilated coins, and we’re all interest- 
ed in what each other finds fascinating about early cop- 
per. We even have collectors who have sold their entire 
collections, but still continue to attend EAC conventions 
every year. Most of our members are and always have 
been male, but we welcome girls and women as collec- 
tors. This year, our successful Boy Scout workshop also 
included Girl Scouts, and we plan to continue doing so. 


EAC 1s a social club. Most social clubs are in steep de- 
cline. The Freemasons, which began as a guild for men 
who worked as stonemasons but eventually opened its 
membership to men from other professions and count- 
ed 14 U.S. Presidents as members, has lost 3.8 mil- 
lion members since the late 1950s. The Elks, a social 
club whose members include 6 presidents, has seen its 
membership drop from 1.6 million in 1980 to 803,000 
in 2012. The Rotary only has 330,000 members now in 
the U.S., and only 10% of them are under 40. 


Specialty coin clubs are doing better. I contacted the 
presidents of several of our sibling clubs: C4, Liberty 
Seated Collectors’ Club (LSCC), Fly-In and JRCS as 
well as the ANA to see how their membership numbers 
are doing. Other than the ANA, all of the clubs are sig- 
nificantly smaller than EAC. 


The ANA is the big dog of American coin clubs. 
Like the large social clubs noted above, its member- 
ship has been in decline. As of this month, it 1s 24,905, 
down from 25,257 in 2014, 30,869 in 2009 and 32,043 
in 2004. That’s a 22% drop in 15 years, though only a 
1.3% drop in the past 5 years, so the ANA membership 
seems to have stabilized. 


LSCC 1s nearly as old as EAC. It began in 1974. Gerry 
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Fortin, president, reports that its membership has been 
stable at 650-670 for the past 5 years. Older information 
does not seem to be available. 


JRCS got its start in 1984-5. The John Reich Journal 
began in 1986. President Brad Karoleff reports that its 
membership is currently about 350-400. Membership 
numbers from previous years are not available, but they 
are apprently similar. 


The Fly-In Club began in 1990-1991. Chris Pilliod, 
president, said it has about 320 members, which is down 
33% from 475 a few years ago. Flying Eagle-Indian 
Head cent collectors seem to be a more secretive lot than 
we are. I was unable to find any information about mem- 
bership numbers from Longacre’s Ledger, the club’s 
journal, and new members are listed only by first name 
and last initial, because some early members didn’t want 
their names released publicly. The first issue in 1991, 
which claimed that “we are starting this club with more 
charter members than any other club of this kind ever” 
and claimed over 200 “interested” individuals, did not 
identify the members. 


C4 is the newest of the clubs. It split off from EAC 
in 1993. Membership is relatively steady (350-380 over 
the past decade), and members are very active in re- 
search about the colonial and Confederation era coin- 
ages, but president Jack Howes noted that the member- 
ship was getting older. Many C4 members are also EAC 
members. 














We are in a period of slow growth for EAC, while 
much of numismatics treads water. I hope the new mem- 
bers we’ve brought in this year find the club to be as 
interesting and enjoyable as I have.We must be doing 
something right. I think the thing we do best is that so 
many of us have become great friends and look forward 
to our meetings every year. I find the meetings to be very 
important. We have our annual convention, which this 
year had over 300 attendees sign in. We also have excel- 
lent regional meetings at other major shows: The ones at 
FUN in January, Baltimore and Long Beach in the spring 
and fall (including sharing space with C4 in the fall) and 
the ANA in the summer are the biggest ones, but we are 
starting to have meetings at some of the smaller regional 
shows. This is a great way to make connections, and the 


key to a successful club is the connection. 


And community is very important beyond just club 
membership. Studies have shown that people in com- 
munities like ours are happier and live longer. There are 
other ways we in EAC can make and keep connections. 
It is often said that the Internet and its online commu- 
nities do not foster personal connections, yet EAC has 
several online communities, and ours are made of people 
who develop personal relationships. Many of us come to 
the EAC convention every year, and many others of us 
attend as often as we can. Our convention, too, helps 
us develop a community, as do our regional meetings. 
Some informal groups of EACers around the country 
get together from time to time to talk coins, politics and 
anything else that comes up. 


Alexis de Tocqueville in the 1830s described the U.S. 
population as active in social groups that tended to in- 
clude people of various socioeconomic backgrounds 
and operated democratically. But non-numismatic social 
groups seem to be falling by the wayside. They’re be- 
ing replaced in some big cities by groups that are very 
expensive and exist only for the privileged. We can all 
name at least one of those in Palm Beach. But coin clubs 
are different. Their memberships are based on common 
interests, and, especially in EAC, members develop per- 
sonal relationships that we can never get from expensive 
social clubs, or even large coin clubs. Organizations like 
EAC fill a deep need that humans have for contact, con- 
nections and community. 








Theda Skocpol, a Harvard political scientist, says that 
“one answer to improving the nation’s civic life will turn 
out, I believe, to lie in encouraging privileged Ameri- 
cans to rejoin—or recreate—the group settings in which 
they have a daily chance to work with a broad cross-sec- 
tion of fellow citizens to address the nation’s concerns.” 
What she’s promoting is the idea that organizations like 
ours can improve civic life, and heaven knows, we can 
use it. 





Be active in EAC, and you will be rewarded with 
membership in a thriving community that can bring you 
not only joy, but also better health and longer life. 


And it could, just maybe, make this a better country. 
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NOMINATIONS FOR EAC OFFICIALS 
Bill Eckberg 


As I have noted several times, there will be an election 
for National Officers and Regional Chairs and Secretar- 
ies this year. I am happy to report that we have a Nomi- 
nating Committee composed of Jack Baumgardner 


(Qkbaum319@verizon.net), Jack Conour (rconl799@ 
sbcglobal.net), Chris McCawley (cmccawley@aol. 
com) and Frank Noel (FLNoel@mnd.uscourts.gov). If 


you are interested in serving as a national or regional 
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officer, or if you wish to nominate someone, please con- 
tact one or all of the members of the committee. 





The committee will solicit nominations and prepare a 


ballot, which will be included with the October issue of 


Penny-Wise. 


Please seriously consider taking a position of service, 
influence and responsibility to our club. 
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MINUTES OF THE 2019 EAC BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 


Dayton, Ohio — May 4, 2019 


The meeting was called to order at 7:11 a.m. 





Upon roll call, all national officers were present and 
all regions were represented. A quorum was verified. 
Joe Pargola, the club’s Webmaster appointed in 2018, 
was introduced. 





Reading of the minutes of the last meeting of the last 
Board of Governors, held on May 5, 2018, was waived. 
No corrections were reported. Upon motion, duly 
seconded, the minutes were approved as written. 


Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Lou Alfonso presented 
the Treasurer’s Report, which was said to reflect the 
good financial condition of the club. See the full report 
elsewhere in this issue of P-W. 





The Treasurer was pleased to note that two Garvin 
Fund scholarships were awarded last year, and one to 
date in 2019. Convention sale proceeds and bourse fees 
continue to be robust, but the convention reception/ 
banquet continues to be a loss leader. After several 
years of significant membership decline, the club is 
seeing increased new membership. The membership 
roster currently stands at 1115, though some attrition 1s 
expected when renewals are due in June. 


In Memoriam: It was noted that the club has been 
advised of the passing of six members in the past year: 
past EAC presidents March Wells and Wes Rasmussen, 
Phyllis Thompson, Del Bland, Ralph Rucker, and Joe 
Whipple. 


Membership Report: The President conveyed Bim 
Gander’s request for $2,000 to reprint additional 
brochures for membership recruitment. Bim further 
asked that an insert with a membership application 
be distributed with the brochures if the board did not 
anticipate a dues increase in the foreseeable future. The 
Treasurer stated that he felt dues could likely remain 
at the current level for the next three years. A motion 
to allocate $2,000 for the printing of brochures, to be 
distributed with membership applications, duly made 
and seconded, was passed unanimously. 


Discussion followed about whether to continue 
the club’s relationship with Coin Week in light of the 
perception that we had not gotten the benefit of our 
bargain to date. The President said he would pursue 


the issues of concern. Discussion was also held as to 
whether it would be more cost-effective for Penny-Wise 
to be distributed in a digital format. 


Greg Hannigan’s and Mark Borckardt’s efforts 
and financial contributions towards bringing in new 
members to the club were acknowledged. 


Editor ’s Report: Editor-in-Chief Harry Salyards reported 
that he had gotten contributions from a wider roster of 
names, and the issues have been more voluminous. 
Major auction companies continue to support P-W 
with advertising purchases. The Editor’s Award will be 
awarded at the Annual Members Meeting on May 5, 
2019. 


Garvin Fund: The Treasurer delivered chairman John 
Kraljevich’s report, stating there had been two grants 
last year and one already in 2019. The club wants to 
encourage more applications, in order to implement the 
grantor’s purpose in establishing the fund to support 
educational endeavors. 





Discussion was had regarding reprinting/updating 
the EAC Grading Guide, and whether to republish as 
an e-book. Since there are still more than 50 copies in 
dealers’ inventories, a decision on reprinting was tabled 
until next year. 





The establishment of a Publications Committee, along 
the lines of what C4 has, was discussed. It is anticipated 
that upon the committee’s approval of a proposal, the 
club would underwrite the printing and advertising of 
the material, and would split any profit with the author 
after recouping costs. An exploratory committee to draft 
a proposal for the guidelines that would govern the 
committee was established, to report back to the board 
at next year’s meeting. 


A proposal by Nathan Markowitz to use the 
$5,000 donation received last year from the Newman 
Educational Society to establish the Eric P. Newman 
Lecture Series to underwrite the expenses of Friday 
night speakers at the club conventions was discussed. 
No action was taken. 





A proposal for the club to make a monetary contribution 
to the ANS in support of the ANS’s preservation of Del 
Bland’s notebooks was discussed. No action was taken. 
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Sunshine Committee: Committee chairman David 
Consolo stated that there is currently $210.36 in the fund 
account, which is used to reach out to members and their 
families on the occasions of major life events. David 
encourages members to notify him of such events. 


Website Report: Webmaster Joe Pargola solicited 
suggestions for what the club would like to see on the 
website, noting that he can accommodate requests by 
regional chairs for space on the website to publicize 
items of interest in their region. Discussion was had as 
to the feasibility of having a secure section dedicated 
tor members’ collections, accessible only by members, 
as the site used to have. Joe encouraged members with 
PHP experience to step forward. 


Historian’s Report: Club historian Mark Borckardt 
reported that work continues on the club’s history. He 
recently received material from Greg Fitzgibbon, and 
is awaiting material from Herb Silberman’s family and 
from John and Mabel Ann Wright. 


Regional Reports: 








Region |: Will try to have a presence at the 
Manchester show. 

Region 2: All quiet. 

Region 3: Baltimore show presence. 

Region 4: Good turnout at the FUN show, and a 
club presence at other shows. 

Region 5: Vacancy in the position of Region 5 
secretary. Carol Consolo was appointed to fill the 
vacancy if she would accept such appointment. 

Region 6: Chris McCawley is at most shows in 
the region, and distributes EAC brochures and P-Ws to 
encourage new membership. 

Region 7: Club presence at many shows, most 
notably Long Beach. Additionally, chairman Ron 
Shintaku has been an active speaker, thereby generating 
interest in the club. 

Region 8: (see Website Report, above) 


Literary Award: None this year. 


Convention report overview: Convention chair Jack 
Young and wife Laura were thanked for their huge efforts 
in making this convention a successful one. More than 
250 people have requested attendance badges to date. 


Convention Exhibits: Tom Webster reported that that 
there had been good participation, with nine exhibits, and 
he intends to use Region 8 in upcoming years to solicit 
more exhibits. He’d like to see more C4 representation 
in the exhibits. 








Convention Educational Programming: Mark Borckardt 
would like to pass the baton to a new programming 
coordinator. He noted that the job was not overly taxing, 


though skill in the art of gentle persuasion is essential. 


2019 Sale Report: Kevin Vinton reported that there are 
350 lots from 40 consignors: fewer lots than last year 
but of generally higher quality, so proceeds comparable 
to last year’s are anticipated. Lucas Baldridge will be 
calling the sale. Lot Viewing chair John Bailey reported 
that viewing has been busy but uneventful. He indicated 
a willingness to continue presiding over lot viewing 
for one more year, and will use that time to train a 
replacement so that he can pass the baton. 


Future conventions: 


2020 (Pittsburgh): Convention co-chairs Chris 
Pretsch and Tom Nist. To be held at the downtown 
Marriott City Center, all venues on the 2™ floor of the 
hotel. Bourse will have 82 tables in a single room. City 
easily accessible on foot. The chairmen are in cordial 
talks with the Carnegie Museum for EAC to be granted 
an opportunity to view the Clapp collection during the 
convention. Educational programming to be determined. 


2021 (Washington, DC): To be held at the 
Washington Hilton (near Dupont Circle). Date earlier 
than usual: March 11-14. 


2022: Bob Kebler is pursuing a proposal from 
the Hilton St. Louis (MO) Airport, for May 12-15, 
2022. The site could accommodate a maximum of 220 
attendees, which might be problematic if attendance 
were comparable to this year’s. More study to be done. 


Miscellaneous: The club still has some cull large cents 
and EAC tokens. If the club will be staffing a table at a 
show, members may request these items to give out as 
publicity. The Webmaster stated that he could make a 
poster/banner and table drop for use at shows, too. 


With the club’s gratitude, Jan Valentine will take 
custody from Chuck Heck of the cumbersome dies from 
the 50" anniversary medal, which weigh approximately 
26 lbs. 


A nominating committee will need to be appointed 
during the coming year, as 2020 is a club election year. 
The President asked for approval to do so, which was 
given without dissent. 





A discussion was had on the use of credit cards and 
the feasibility of automatic billing for payment of dues. 





There being no further business before the Board, 
a motion to adjourn was made, duly seconded. The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:01 a.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Levin 
National Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE 2019 EAC ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING 


Sunday May §, 2019 


Dayton, Ohio 


The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by 
President William Eckberg. 


In keeping with tradition, the usual round of 
introductions by all meeting attendees followed. 





The President reported that the club has seen a surge 
in new memberships, and gave special thanks to Greg 
Hannigan, Chris McCawley, Mark Borckardt, Jack 
Young, Sam Foose, Terry Denman, and Chris Pretsch 
for their outreach efforts, some of whom have even 
underwritten the first year of dues for new members. 


A moment of silence was observed for EAC members 
known to have passed away since the last annual meeting: 
Wes Rasmussen, March Wells, Phyllis Thompson, Del 
Bland, Ralph Rucker, and Joe Whipple. 


Treasurer Lou Alfonso presented the Treasurer’s 
Report, stating that the club is in good financial health. 
A complete Treasurer’s Report appears elsewhere in this 
issue of P-W. 


The President noted that at the Board of Governors 
meeting the previous morning, the Board approved the 
expenditure of up to $2,000 to resupply our inventory 
of brochures, and, since no dues increase is anticipated 
in the foreseeable future, to include membership 
applications with the brochures. 


P-W_ Editor-in-Chief Harry Salyards delivered 
the Editor’s Report. He noted that he had received 
submissions from an increased number of first-time 
contributors, and he would like to include more material 
geared to less advanced collectors. He encouraged 
submissions of easily accessible material. He announced 
the recipient of this year’s Editor Award: Bob Kebler, 
for his article on the 1988 half cent megatrade between 
Bill Weber and Roger Cohen, and his remembrance of 
the late Bernard (Tett Tettenhorst) Edison. 











The President delivered the report of the Sunshine 
Committee, asking that members advise committee 
chairman David Consolo of significant life events. 


Webmaster Joe Pargola invited members to submit 
information regarding shows or other items of interest 
for him to post on the website. 


The President discussed the establishment of a 


Publications Committee on the model of C4’s. 





The President noted that Kevin Vinton was otherwise 
engaged in post-sale business at the time of the Members 
Meeting and thus unable to deliver a report of the results 
of the 2019 sale, but the results — reflecting a total 
hammer of approximately $345,000 -- appear to have 
already been posted on Copper Notes. A complete Sale 
Report appears elsewhere in this issue. 








2020 Pittsburgh Convention co-chairs Tom Nist and 
Chris Pretsch provided information about next year’s 
convention, to be held April 29 through May 3, 2020, at 
the downtown Marriott Hotel. 


The President reminded members that the 2021 
convention would be earlier in the year than usual: 
March 11-14, in Washington, DC. 


Convention plans for 2022 have not yet been 
determined. Bob Kebler discussed a potential bid from 
St. Louis, MO (May 11-15, 2022). 


The President stated that the club has tokens and extra 
copies of P-W available for distribution at shows if 
members will be staffing a club table at the show. Joe 
Pargola added that he will be developing a banner and 
table drop that can be made available, as well. 


Exhibit Chairman Tom Webster handed out certificates 
of appreciation to members who contributed exhibits to 
this year’s convention: Russ Butcher, Richard Burdick, 
Rod Widok, Harry Salyards, Pierre Fricke, Steve Carr, 
Jack Young, Bob Fagaly, Terry Denman, and Jerry 
Stubblefield. Mr. Stubblefield’s exhibit on the uses and 
abuses of early copper was voted the popular favorite. 





For the first time this year, Girl Scouts were invited 
to participate in the merit badge project alongside their 
male counterparts. One Girl Scout and two Boy Scouts 
joined the club as junior members during the convention. 


There being no further business to transact, the 
meeting was adjourned on motion, duly seconded, at 
9:45 a.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Donna S. Levin 
National Secretary 
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Lou Alfonso 
Nancy Alfonso 
Tony Anthony 
Lucas Baldridge 
Scott Barrett 

Al Boka 

Mark Borckardt 
Mary Borckardt 
Richard Burdick 
Buck Burgess 
Russ Butcher 
Jim Carr 

Steve Carr 
Sherwood Clay 
Jack Conour 
Terry Denman 
Torey Denman 
Mike Dudas 
Janelle Earl 

Bill Eckberg 
Susan Eckberg 
Steven Ellsworth 
Bob Fagaly 
David Fanning 
Paul W. Fisher 
Greg Fitzgibbon 
Ed Fox 

Grady Frisby 
Bob Gelman 
Scott Hafer 
Chuck Hall 

H. Craig Hamling 
Cecelia Hannigan 
Greg Hannigan 
Chuck Heck 
Karen Heck 
Travis Hollon 
Patricia Husak 
Walt Husak 
Mike Iatesta 
Dave Isaac 
Greg Joblonski 
David Kahn 


----Attendance Roster--- 


Delray Beach, FL 
Delray Beach, FL 
Mt. Horeb, WI 
Austin, TX 
Bloomington, IN 
Las Vegas, NV 
Allen, TX 

Allen, TX 

Battle Creek, MI 
Yorba Linda, CA 
Richardson, TX 
Overland Park, KS 
Overland Park, KS 
Boulder, CO 
Batavia, OH 
Traverse City, MI 
Traverse City, MI 
Olive Branch, MS 
Eau Claire, WI 
West Palm Beach, FL 
West Palm Beach, FL 
Nashville, TN 
Carlsbad, CA 
Gahanna, OH 
Muncie, IN 
Manassas, VA 
Spencerville, MD 
Memphis, TN 
Youngwood, PA 
Blythewood, SC 
Elk Grove, IL 
Florida, NY 

Royal Palm Beach, FL 
Royal Palm Beach, FL 
Bluffton, SC 
Bluffton, SC 
Austin, TX 

Santa Ynez, CA 
Santa Ynez, CA 
Taylors, SC 
Claremont, NC 
Pinckney, MI 
Olney, MD 


Bob Kebler 
DeeDee Kebler 
Bob Klosterboer 
Lou Kramarski 
Barry Kurian 
Donna Levin 
Denis Loring 
Jon Lusk 

Emily Matuska 
John McBride 
Chris McCawley 
Jim McGuigan 
Dianna Moore 
Phil Moore 
Scott Moore 
Jim Neiswinter 
Tom Nist 

Mike Packard 
Darwin Palmer 
Joe Pargola 
Pete Pearman 
Chris Pretsch 
Ray Rouse 
Jerry Sajbel 
Harry Salyards 
Phyllis Salyards 
Michael Schmidt 
Ron Shintaku 
Don Stoebner 
David Tortorice 
Dan Trollan 
Mark Verbeck 
Dan Waterman 
Rich Weber 
Tom Webster 
Robert Weldon 
Joan Widok 
Rod Widok 
John Wright 





Mabel Ann Wright 


Gordon Wrubel 
Bryan Yamasaki 
Jack D. Young 
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St. Louis, MO 

St. Louis, MO 
Fountain Hills, AZ 
Palmyra, NJ 
Marietta, GA 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Ypsilanti, MI 

Heath, OH 

Butte, MT 

Austin, TX 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Sherwood Forest, CA 
Sherwood Forest, CA 
Safety Harbor, FL 
Franklin Square, NY 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Fairfax, VA 
Grantville, GA 
Langhorne, PA 
Tucson, AZ 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Boca Raton, FL 

Fort Mill, SC 
Hastings, NE 
Hastings, NE 
Portland, IN 

Long Beach, CA 
Leola, SD 

Buffalo, NY 
Durango, CO 

Lake Bluff, IL 
Sparks, NV 
Houston, TX 
Kalamazoo, MS 
Traverse City, MI 
Barrington, IL 
Barrington, IL 

St. Joseph, MI 

St. Josoph, MI 
Newport Beach, CA 
Salmon, ID 

Dayton, OH 


EAC THANKS THE DONORS TO THE THURSDAY NIGHT RECEPTION 


ALFONSO, LOU and NANCY 
MATUSKA, EMILY and ROB 
BALDRIDGE, LUCAS 
BARRETT, SCOTT 
BIRK, MARSHA 
BODELL, HUGH 

BOKA, JON A. 
BRASWELL, JIM 
BURDICK, RICHARD 
BURGESS, BUCK 
BUTCHER, RUSS 
BUXTON, WILLIAM 
CADDEN, MARK 
CAIRO, MARIO 

CARR, STEVEN 
CHANNELL, MATTHEW 
CLAY, SHERWOOD A 
CONOUR, JOHN 
CONSOLO, DAVID and CAROL 
DEMLING, MIKE 
DENMAN, TERRY 
ECKBERG, BILL and SUSAN 
EDISON, MARILYN 
ELLSWORTH, STEVEN 
FISHER, PAUL W 
FITZGIBBON, GREG 
FIX, ERIC M 

FOOSE, SAM W 

FOOSE, SAM W 

FOX, EDWARD 

FRICKE, PIERRE 
FRISBY, H GRADY 
FUOSS, DENNIS 
GELMAN, ROBERT B 
GILBERT, KEITH 
GRELLMAN, BOB 
GRESSER, JEFF 
GUTHRIE, ELMER F 
HAHN, GARY W 

HALL, CHARLES R 
HAMELBERG, DAN 
HANNIGAN, GREGORY 


HEIDER, DAVID 
HOLLON, TRAVIS 
HOSKINS, JOHN 
HUFFMAN, JIM 
HUSAK, WALTER 
JABLONSKI, GREG 
JENN, DENNIS R 
KEBLER, ROBERT S 
KLEIN, MARK 
KLOSTERBOER, ROBERT 
KRAMARSKI, LOUIS J 
KRAWCZYK, THOMAS 
KURIAN, BARRY 
LAFORME, BOB and ELLEN 
LAWRENCE, MIKE 
LEVIN, DONNA 
LORING, DENIS W 
LUND, STEVE 
MCBRIDE, JOHN R 
MCCAWLEY, CHRIS 
McCLAIN, GRAIG 
MCCLURE, ROGER E 
MCCLUSKEY, PETER 
MCGRADY, DONALD 
MCGUIGAN, JAMES R 
MILLER, STEVEN 
MITCHELL, WILLIAM J 
MOORE, PHILIP 
MOORE, SCOTT 
MOSIONDZ, PETER 
MYERS, KENNETH 
NEISWINTER, JAMES A 
NIST, TOM 

PACKARD, MIKE 
PADULA, ROBERT G 
PAYNE, JOHN S 
PEARMAN, PETER and EDITH 
PERKINS, GEORGE 
PERKINS, RUAL 
PERKINS, RUAL 
PIRNIQUE, ALLAN 
PRETSCH, CHRISTOPHER F 
PRETSCH, GEORGE K 
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REINOEHL, BRUCE 
RILEY, JOEL K 

ROSS, ALLEN 

ROUSE, RAY 

SAJBEL, JEROME 
SALYARDS, HARRY E 
SAUER, STEPHEN 
SCHETTINO, CLEMENT 
SCHIAVI, JON 
SCHNECKLOTH, ERIK W 
SHINTAKU, RON 

SIMKO, RICK 

SKINSKI, TIMOTHY 
SNYDER, MICHAEL D 
SPRINGMAN, DAVID G 
STOEBNER, DON 
STUBBLEFIELD, JERRY 
STUBBLEFIELD, SHERRY 
SUSS, CHARLES H 
SUTTON, TIM 

SWALES, JAMES A 
TERRANOVA, ANTHONY 
TROSTEL, GEORGE 
TURISSINI, THOMAS 
VALENTINE, JAN C 
VERBECK, MARK B 
WEBER, RICHARD 
WEBSTER, TOM 
WELDON, ROBERT A 
WELLS, MARCH 
WIDOK, JOAN and ROD 
WIERZBA, DENNIS P 
WILLIAMS, F EUGENE 
WILLIAMS, RAYMOND 
WOLFORD, HUBERT 
WRIGHT, JOHN D 
WRUBEL, GORDON 
WYATT, RONALD 
YAMASAKI, BRYAN and NANCY 
YANCEY, SHAWN 
YOUNG, JACK and LAURA 


SAVE THE DATES FOR FUTURE EAC CONVENTIONS 


2020 EAC Convention — Pittsburgh, PA 
Dates: Thursday, April 30 to Sunday, May 3, 2020 
Convention Co-Chairmen: Chris Pretsch (pretsch@ 


staleycap.com) and Tom Nist (pennyless1857(@ 
gmail.com) 
Pittsburgh Marriott City Center 
112 Washington Place 
Pittsburgh, PA, 15219-3458 
(412) 471-4000 


2021 EAC Convention — Washington, DC 
Dates: Thursday, March 11 — Sunday, March 14, 2021 
NOTE EARLIER THAN USUAL DATES in 2021!!! 


Washington Hilton 
1919 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington, DC 20009 
(202-483-3000) 


2022 EAC Convention — St. Louis, MO 


Convention Chairman: Bob Kebler (rskdrk1985@ 
sbcglobal.net) 


St. Louis Hilton Airport 
10330 Natural Bridge Rd. 
St. Louis, MO 63134 


Your Board is soliciting proposals for the 2023 con- 
vention. The 2017-2021 conventions are all held in the 
Northeast quadrant of the US. More than half of our 
membership lives in that quadrant of the country. Most 
aspects of the conventions are easy, as we have the ex- 
perience of having done this for 50 years. If you are in- 
terested in hosting, the local host’s main duties are to 
pick the venue, arrange for security and select the food 
for the reception. 


The most important criteria for a venue include: 1) a 
ballroom large enough for the bourse. It should be at 
least 6500 sq. ft. and 8000 sq. ft. is better. 2) proximity 
to air travel. For security, dealers with inventory do not 
want to travel far from an airport. 3) proximity to inter- 
esting side trips. 4) dates must not conflict with Easter, 
Passover, Mothers’ Day or the Central States conven- 
tion. 


If you are interested in hosting, please contact Bill 
Eckberg (halfcent@mac.com) to discuss your ideas. 
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E.A.C. EDITOR’S AWARD 
2018 


to 


Bob Kebler 
for Celebrating Three Giants of Half Cent Collecting 
in “The Roger Cohen-Bill Weber Megatrade” 
and in his heartfelt ““Remembering Tett” 
Given at Dayton, Ohio This 5 Day of May 2019 — Harry Salyards, Editor 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


Lou Alfonso 


I am pleased to report that EAC is on firm financial 
footing. For the first time in a number of years, we 
stopped losing total membership and have gained mem- 
bers. Our membership as of the end of the just-past Day- 
ton convention stands at 1115 members. We will con- 
tinue to run ads in Coin World and will also run some 
ads in The Numismatist seeking new members. Our 
membership includes 23 life members (which reflects 
a nice net gain), 23 junior members, and 18 associate 
members. Those of you whose spouse or significant oth- 








er has not joined as an associate member might want to 
consider signing them up. Dues for associate members 
are only ten dollars per year. The spouses of members 
have found great companionship at EAC functions and 
have made lasting friendships. We also now have four 
members who reside outside of the United States and 
who enjoy collecting early U.S. copper. 





As noted above we continue to have a very strong fi- 
nancial footing which is reflected on our Balance Sheet, 
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a copy of which is attached. A review of the Balance 
Sheet shows EAC at the end of the last fiscal year (De- 
cember 31, 2018) had a balance of $240,969.95 in sav- 
ings, broken into $74,756.59 in the Garvin Fund and 
$166,214.36 in regular savings. Additonally, there was 
a balance of $53,716.21 in our checking account. I have 
also attached our Profit & Loss Statement for the last 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2018 and included with 
that a comparison with our Profit and Loss for the fis- 
cal year ending December 31, 2017. As the statement 
reflects we had a net profit last year of $14,704.42 which 
exceeded our profit of $452.40 the year before. One 
major reason for our nice increase in net profit was the 
$5,000 donation we received from the Eric P. Newman 
Educational Foundation. Our major sources of income, 
as reflected on the profit and loss statement, are dues, 
ads in Penny-Wise, bourse fees for the convention, EAC 
Sale proceeds, and donations for the Thursday night re- 
ception at our convention. Our major expenses are the 
printing and postage for Penny-Wise, advertising (which 
includes $4,800.00 to Coin Week) and our convention 
expenses. We continue to run a deficit at the convention 
regarding the Thursday Night Reception, which con- 
sistently costs in excess of $10,000, a sum beyond the 
total contributions received. Your Board feels that even 
though there is a deficit, the benefit of giving our mem- 
bers a nice experience at the reception 1s worth the cost. 








If you have not yet attended an EAC convention it is 
something that you should consider doing, and include 
your spouse or significant other. The recently-completed 
Dayton convention and the 2018 event at Traverse City 
were both great conventions and fun was had by all. And 
in addition to the fun and friendships made and renewed, 
there were many good coins to be found on the bourse 
floor and plenty of opportunities to add to your collec- 
tion at our club Sale. And regarding the Sale, you will 
note a nice increase in the funds received by EAC from 
the commissions on the various lots that sold. Congratu- 
lations to Kevin Vinton for his hard work cataloging the 
sale, which is a nice source of funds for EAC. 


As you may know, the Garvin Fund was established 
as a result of a very generous donation of mostly early 
date cents from the collection of the late David Garvin, 
EAC #582. David was born in 1923 and joined EAC in 
May 1976. He was an active member who wrote a num- 
ber of articles for Penny-Wise. In 2005, he donated 102 
large cents to EAC, which were sold as part of the 523 
lots in our April 23, 2005 Sale in Annapolis, Maryland. 
Garvin’s lots netted $50,008 and formed the initial ba- 
sis of the Garvin Fund. Additional funds including from 
book sales have increased the fund to its present balance 





in excess of $70,000. David passed away in December, 
2013 but his memory lives on. Our Board in accordance 
with the wishes of Mr. Garvin has made the fund avail- 
able for numismatic educational purposes. Any EAC 
member who has been a member for at least a year may 
apply for a grant for up to $1000 to attend an numis- 
matic event such as the ANA summer classes. EAC may 
award up to two grants each year. Grants are also avail- 
able for numismatic research for up to $500 to cover 
expenses. One requirement for the receipt of a grant is 
to subsequently write a related article in Penny-Wise. 
While the fund has not been used as often as the Board 
would like, last year did see for the first time two sepa- 
rate grants made to junior members and this year one 
grant has been made so far. The Garvin Fund 1s blind to 
the financial condition of any applicant and each of you 
are invited to make an application for a grant. That is 
what Mr. Garvin desired and what we want to see occur. 


I receive a number of inquiries as to when dues are 
due. Please check the label on your Penny- Wise. Above 
your name and address you will see a date after your 
EAC membership number; that is your due date for 
dues. Because of the good financial condition of EAC 
the amount for dues will remain the same, $39 for one 
year, $49 for one year with first class delivery of Penny- 
Wise, $10 per year for associate members, and $5 yearly 
for junior members. Payment needs to be made to Early 
American Coppers and not just EAC. No cash 1s accept- 
ed. I send an email receipt for all payments received. 
If you do not receive a receipt it usually means that we 
do not have a current email address for you. So please 
make sure to keep me up to date on your email address. 
Likewise, if you move please let me know. I have had 
several members who moved and never notified EAC 
and as such did not receive all of their issues of Penny- 
Wise. 


Being your Treasurer has enabled me to meet and 
communicate with many of our members and, therefore, 
I have first hand knowledge of what a great group of 
members we have all sharing a common interest in early 
copper. However, because I still continue being a full 
time attorney, I have advised the Board that I will not 
run again nor accept the Treasurer position at the end of 
my term next year. This would be a great position for an 
accountant or CPA or anyone who enjoys numbers and 
bookkeeping and would like to serve and help EAC. A 
nominating committee has been appointed. If you have 
an interest in serving as Treasurer please let any of our 
officers know so that you receive due consideration. 
I hope to meet or speak to many more of you as your 
Treasurer during this coming last year of my term. 
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Early American Coppers Inc. 


Balance Sheet 
As of December 31, 2018 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 
Chase Bank Savings 
Garvin Account 
Chase Bank Savings - Other 
Total Chase Bank Savings 
Chase Bank Checking 


Sunshine Fund 


Total Checking/Savings 
Accounts Receivable 
Accounts Receivable 
Total Accounts Receivable 
Other Current Assets 
Inventory Asset 
Undeposited Funds 
Prepaid Expenses 
Total Other Current Assets 
Total Current Assets 
TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Liabilities 
Current Liabilities 
Other Current Liabilities 
Sales Tax Payable 
Refunds due Members 
Total Other Current Liabilities 


Total Current Liabilities 


Total Liabilities 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 


GARVIN FUND- Opening Balance 
Income- Interest (31.8% x 198.58) 


Grants awarded- two 
GARVIN FUND- Balance at end of period 


|| 


Dec 31, 18 


74,755.59 
166,214.36 
240,969.95 

93,/18.21 
360.00 








295,048.16 


90.00 


90.00 


295,098.16 
295,098.16 


300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
294,798.16 





76,692.44 
63.15 


2,000.00 
74,755.59 





Early American Coppers Inc. 


Profit & Loss - Previous Year Comparison 
January through December 2018 


Ordinary Income/Expense 

Income 
EAC Library Items 
Book Sales 
Membership Dues 
Advertisements 
Medals Sales 
Shipping & Handling 
Bourse Fees 
Contributions Income 
EAC Sale Proceeds 
Thursday Reception 
Legacies & Bequests 

Total Income 

Cost of Goods Sold 
Cost of Goods Sold 

Total COGS 

Gross Profit 

Expense 
Medal Expenses 
TAX 
Book Shipping & Handling 
Printing - PW 
Postage - PW 
Add-On Printing & Delivery - PW 
D&O Insurance 
Postage - Other 
Web Hosting Fees 
Domain Name 
Software 
Dues and Subscriptions 
Office Supplies 
Sunshine Fund - Cards, Flowers 
Advertising Expense 
Programming Fees 
Membership Services 
Convention Expenses 
Hotel Charges 
Security Services 
Cases & Lights 
Garvin Scholarship 
Professional Fees 
Miscellaneous 


Total Expense 


Net Ordinary Income 
Other Income/Expense 
Other Income 
Other Income 
Total Other Income 
Other Expense 
Other Expenses 
Total Other Expense 


Net Other Income 
Net Income 





Jan - Dec 18 


5.00 

0.00 
42,759.84 
1,450.00 
15.00 
0.00 
29,874.07 


35,038.72 
9,763.66 
5,000.00 


123,906.29 


0.00 


0.00 


123,906.29 


3,645.04 
100.00 
0.00 
36,473.61 
11,864.40 
71.15 
1,308.00 
417.79 
356.40 
0.00 
361.73 
70.00 
0.00 
250.00 
9,101.00 
0.00 
709.39 
0.00 
33,838.58 
7,520.00 
3,796.50 
2,000.00 
1,500.00 
16.86 
109,400.45 








14,505.84 





198.58 
14,704.42 
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Jan - Dec 17 





0.00 
898.50 
48,485.51 
7,750.00 
2,252.00 
26.85 
18,915.00 
602.50 
23,463.48 
10,436.00 
0.00 
112,829.84 





15.17 


15.17 


112,814.67 


2,911.00 
150.00 
91.61 
35,972.27 
11,323.77 
0.00 
1,283.00 
1,425.20 
107.40 
314.91 
382.08 
0.00 
620.08 
0.00 
322.00 
9,387.15 
2,020.12 
2,230.16 
33,190.89 
7,157.00 
3,319.00 
0.00 
3,215.90 
0.00 


112,228.54 


986.13 


192.93 


192.93 


326.66 
326.66 


-133.73 
452.40 





$ Change 
SSS =I 


5.00 
-898.50 
-5,/25.67 
-6,300.00 
-2,237.00 
-26.85 
10,959.07 
-602.50 
11,575.24 
-672.34 
5,000.00 
11,076.45 





-15.17 


-15.17 


11,091.62 


734.04 
-50.00 
-91.61 
501.34 
540.63 
71.15 
25.00 
-1,007.41 
249.00 
-314.91 
-20.35 
70.00 
-620.08 
250.00 
4,779.00 
-5,387.15 
-2,115.73 
-2,230.16 
647.69 
363.00 
477.50 
2,000.00 
-1,715.90 
16.86 


-2,828.09 


13,919.71 





332.31 
14,252.02 
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THE 2019 HALF CENT HAPPENING REPORT 
Tim Skinski 


The 34" annual Half Cent Happening was held on 
Thursday evening, May 2 at the 2019 EAC conven- 
tion in Dayton, Ohio. Perusal of the convention agenda 
clearly revealed that Jack and Laura Young had planned 
far more interesting activities than time would permit. 
As such, I arrived early on Wednesday in Dayton, and 
caught up with Tony Tony, my erstwhile sidekick of pri- 
or ANA Early American Copper summer seminars, to 
plot out convention strategy. 


Thursday morning was highlighted by a visit to the 
National Museum of the United States Air Force. Al- 
though I had periodically visited the Smithsonian Na- 
tional Air and Space Museum in earlier times, I was 
completely astounded by the exhibits within the cavern- 
ous four buildings. Our half day tour could only cap- 
ture the very highlights of this museum: Air Force One 
planes from Kennedy and Eisenhower administrations, 
Missile Gallery, SST bombers, etc. As a former resident 
of Berlin, I was especially delighted by the “Rosinen- 
bomber” (“Candy Bomber’) exhibit in the Cold War 
building. Many thanks to Laura Young for all her ef- 
forts in organizing this and other tours to showcase the 
greater Dayton area. 


During that afternoon, I meandered over to the Dayton 
convention center, which was the location of the dealer 
bourse and EAC sale lot viewing, in order to meet John 
Bailey and sign up for my volunteer time slot. This is 
still the best deal of the whole EAC convention, as John 
had again opened up lot viewing for the volunteers, as 
well as the dealers! Kudos to both John and Kevin Vin- 
ton for all their efforts in promoting and executing a top- 
notch sale! 


Following the Thursday evening reception, the Half 
Cent Happening took place. As per tradition, six variet- 
ies were selected for the 2019 edition of the Half Cent 
Happening. Both 1794 C-2b and 1828 C-3 were mak- 
ing their inaugural appearances. The other four variet- 
ies (1796 C-2, 1804 C-12, 1806 C-3, 1825 C-2) had not 
been included during this century. 


Seventeen collectors registered as exhibitors this year. 
This reflected a slight increase from 16 in 2018. Ballots 
were turned in by 20 guests, which also was an increase 
over the 18 filed at EAC Traverse City. Additionally, we 
received 12 sheets for the new Counterfeit/Attribution 
table. Overall traffic at the Happening was strong, as 
guests were still looking for open seats right up to the 
closing at 10:00 PM. Mike Packard, “Half Cent Hap- 


pening Chairman Emeritus,” commented that this was 
the busiest Happening he had seen in many years. 


As in previous years, those viewing the coins were 
asked to fill out a score sheet on which they ranked the 
top five examples of each variety according to their own 
preference standards. These standards generally include 
strike, amount of wear, color, luster, surfaces, center- 
ing, die state, ownership pedigree, etc. Not all the voters 
filled in their ballots for all six varieties or for all five 
preferences, so the vote totals vary from variety to va- 
riety. When scoring the ballots, I continued to use Mike 
Packard’s scoring system. Five points were given to the 
scorer’s most preferred coin; four to the second pref- 
erence, and so on. I then summed points across all the 
ballots for each variety to determine whose coin “won,” 
came in second, efc. Here are the results: 





(Ed Fuhrman, Tony Anthony, Mike Packard, Tim Skinski at 
Half Cent Happening) 


1794 C-2b, R5+ 
This is a so-called “Normal Head” variety with Large 
Edge Letters. 

1. Russ Butcher’s variety received 97 points and 
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17 first place votes. This was the highest scoring 
coin of the entire Happening. 

2. Chris McCawley’s example received 81 points 
and the other 3 first place votes. 

3. Greg Fitzgibbon’s coin received 37 points for 
third place. 

4. Rod Widok’s specimen received 36 points 

5. Greg Jablonski’s submission garnered 34 points. 


1796 C-2, R4 
This coin is the Pole to Cap with plain edge variety. 
1. Russ Butcher’s “5a” submission attained the top 
spot with 89 points and 17 first place votes. 
2. Jon Lusk’s variety achieved runner-up status 
with 67 points and the other first place vote. 
3. Russ Butcher’s second example, “5b/Heavy”, 
placed third with 40 points. 
4. Greg Fitzgibbon’s coin finished fourth place 
with 33 points. 
5. Rod Widok’s entry received 27 points 


1804 C-12, R2 
The C-12 is the Crosslet 4, Stemless Wreath variety. 
1. Russ Butcher’s piece received 64 points and 7 
first place votes. 
2. Jon Lusk’s submission finished second with 59 
points and 5 first place votes. 
3. Greg Fitzgibbon’s example tallied 45 points and 
a first-place vote. 
4. Bob Kebler’s specimen finished fourth with 43 
points and 3 first place votes. 
5. Rod Widok’s submission finished with 32 points 
and 2 first place votes. 
6. Honorable mention goes to Mike Packard’s 
coin with 20 points and also a first-place tally. 


1806 C-3, RS 
This variety features the Small High 6 and Stems to 
Wreath. 
1. Chris McCawley’s example tallied 78 points 
and 14 first place votes. 
2. Russ Butcher’s specimen scored 57 points with 
1 first place vote. 
3. David Consolo’s submission attained a score of 
43 points and the other first place vote. 
4. Jon Lusk’s coin finished in fourth place with 20 











points. 
5. Rod Widok’s variety scored 17 points. 
1825 C-2, R1 


This variety attained the most interesting results, with 
10 different coins receiving votes: 
1. Steve Miller’s submission had 61 points and 5 
first place votes. 
2. Bull Eckberg’s piece narrowly took the runner 
up spot with 60 points, but garnered more first 


place votes (7). 

3. Russ Butcher’s example tallied 39 points and 3 
first place votes. 

4. Jon Lusk’s coin had 37 points and 1 first place 
vote. 

5. Rod Widok’s variety scored 19 points and the 
other first place vote. 


1828 C-3, RI 
This very common variety had the most different coins 
(11) receiving votes: 
1. Bull Eckberg’s coin achieved top of the table 
status with 55 points and 5 first place votes. 
2. Russ Butcher’s submission achieved 43 points 
and 2 first place votes. 
3. Steve Miller’s variety scored 40 points, but tied 
Bill’s coin with 5 first place votes. 
4. Bob Weldon’s specimen garnered 20 points and 
a first-place vote. 
5. Rod Widok’s example scored 16 points and also 
a first-place vote. This just narrowly edged out 
Jon Lusk’s coin, which tallied 15 points along 
with a first-place vote. 
Honorable mention goes to Mike Packard’s piece, which 
had the other first place vote. 


Counterfeit Detection/Half Cent Attribution 


After the 2018 convention, Ed Fuhrman approached 
me with an intriguing proposal to challenge EAC half 
cent specialists with difficult-to-attribute coins. In a 
parallel online discussion, Jack Young asked whether 
we could do some counterfeit detection for educational 
purposes. So, we combined both ideas, and expanded 
the Happening to include a seventh table for Counterfeit 
Detection and Half Cent Attribution. Ed graciously of- 
fered to man this table during our entire two-hour ses- 
sion, and both Jack and Ed provided our challenging 
specimens. The results showed this event was very well 
received, with 12 participants submitting sheets to our 
judges. Our winners were: 


1. David Consolo with 7 correct answers out of 
8. I should note that his wife, Carol, should re- 
ceive at least partial credit here for monitoring 
the 1806 C-3 table, during David’s lengthy at- 
tribution session. 


2. Mike Packard with 6 correct answers. 
David Huang and Greg Jablonski were tied for 
third place with 5 correct answers. 


Jack Young will be very pleased to learn that his two 
counterfeit half cents were correctly detected by eight of 
the 12 participants, and for 17 of their 22 entries. Both 
counterfeit coins had been slabbed by professional grad- 
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ing services, so participants should take pride in their 
detection prowess. 


Feedback for this new table was extremely positive, 
and many requested that this be reprised in Pittsburgh 
next year. Ed, can I pencil you in to return? 


The remainder of the convention was highlighted by 
visits to the bourse and attending various Educational 
Presentations. On Friday, Ed Fuhrman presented the fas- 
cinating story of his recent 1795 Half Cent variety dis- 
covery. On Saturday morning, Bill Eckberg presented 
“Half Cent Type Collecting’. On Saturday afternoon, 
David Huang co-presented current hobby technology 
trends in “What Every New EAC Member Needs to 
Know”. David later joined us that evening for dinner at 
our ANA Summer Seminar Early American Copper class 
alumni event at the Wheat Penny Oven & Bar (continu- 
ing our copper coinage theme for the weekend!). Profes- 
sor Doug Bird was missed, and all attendees conveyed 
their very best wishes to him. 


In addition to all the exhibitors and guests, I wish to 
extend my extreme gratitude to all those who graciously 
donated their time on Thursday evening to make this an 
outstanding event. I cannot (and will not be able to) ad- 
equately name all, but do want to particularly recognize 
Ed Fuhrman, Jack Young, Mike Packard, and Tony An- 
thony for their considerable contributions. I cannot con- 
clude these acknowledgements without thanking Emily 
Matuska for her unwavering support of the Boston Bru- 
ins during their 2018-2019 Stanley Cup playoff run. 


Please remember to mark your calendars for the 35" 
Happening at the 2020 convention in Pittsburgh, Penn- 


eo 
r< 


i 


@ ¥ 
As « 
v a : 


\y 
- 
' 
~~ 
q Pe | 


=% 
nde 





AS 
Uae En ee a a 


Tony Anthony, Tim Skinski, Steve Carr, Jim Carr, David 
Huang at ANA Summer Seminar Early American Copper 
Alumni Event dinner 


sylvania. If you have any suggestions or proposals for 
our 2020 varieties, please feel free to contact me via 


email at tim.skinski@earthlink.net. 
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COLONIAL HAPPENING AT EAC DAYTON 


Ray Williams 


As always, fun was had by all at this year’s Colonial 
Happening. The gathering started off with the usual 
self-introductions. We had 41 in attendance, well—41 
signed the attendance sheet. Some EAC’ers participat- 
ing in the other Happenings would duck in for a spell 
and see what was going on. About a third of those pres- 
ent brought something to share. These items were pro- 
jected on a screen for discussion and all to enjoy. Some 
of the items were: 


1800 Perkins Funeral Medal 
Three Machin’s Mills counterfeit halfpence 
A Franklin terracotta portrait by Nini 
Philip & Mary shilling 
A double-struck counterfeit British halfpenny 


An evasion copper 
Shillings of Charles I, Oliver Cromwell & Charles II 
A Continental Dollar (paper) 
A counterfeit half dollar dated 1787! 
A Mass Cent made by joining two halves 
A double-struck Ryder 6N cent 
A Maris 18-L electro 
A silver St Patrick “farthing” 
A Maris 7-E “Date Under Plowbeam’” recent find 
A square NJ Copper (a modern fantasy by Mike Dem- 
ling) 
Our event lasted about an hour and a half. I’m looking 
forward to seeing what everyone brings to EAC 2020 in 
Pittsburgh. 
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2019 EAC CONVENTION LARGE CENT HAPPENING RESULTS 


David Johnson 


The 2019 Large Cent Happening held in Dayton, Ohio 
attracted a very enthusiastic group of copper weenies 
and a record number of Happening entries. Thanks to all 
EACers who brought their coins to share and provided 
all of us in attendance a fun evening of early copper 
viewing and discussion. A big THANK YOU also goes 
out to the Happening volunteers — once again, you really 








made it happen for all the attendees! We were very busy 
and you did a super job keeping everything straight, or- 
ganized, and running smoothly. 

So here we go with 2019 Large Cent Happening point 


scoring results — The top five vote getters for each vari- 
ety are listed below. 


1793 S-13 1794 S-41 1796 S-126 


1) Terry Denman (coin 13) 1) Terry Denman (coin 12) 68 1) Terry Denman (coin 15) 68 
87PTS P PTS 


3) Allen Ross (coin 37) 46 PTS =| 3) Allen Ross (coin 38) 53 PTS | 3) Allen Ross (coin 33) 49 PTS 


4) Ron Shintaku (coin 2) 45 PTS | 4) Bob Klosterboer (coin 34) 44 | 4) Rich Weber (coin 40) 35 PTS 
PT 


TS 
2) Ron Shintaku (coin 1) 59 PTS | 2) Bob Klosterboer (coin 21) 57 | 2) John Bergner (coin 30) 58 
PIs PTS 
S 


5) Harry Salyards (coin 20) 40 
PTS 


5) Nathan Markowitz (Coin 77) |5) Bob Klosterboer (coin 28) 22 
29 Points points 


1800/79 S-195 1817 N12 1829 N7 


1) Rich Weber (coin 35) 69 PTS | 1) Terry Denman (coin 11) 36 1) Bob Klosterboer (coin 26) 70 
S PTS 


3) Terry Denman (coin 16) 60 3) Tom Nist (coin 60) 32 PTS 3) Bob Klosterboer (coin 27) 48 
PIS PTS 


PT 
2) Matt Channell (coin 62) 67 2) Bob Klosterboer (coin 22) 34 | 2) Terry Denman (coin 14) 69 
PTS PT PTS 
T 


S 
4) Allen Ross (coin 41) 53 PTS | 4) Eugene Williams (coin 18) 29 | 4) Eugene Williams (coin 17) 23 
PTS; PIs 
5) Hugh Bodell (coin 72) 16 PTS | 5) Bob Klosterboer (coin 23) 27 | 5) Denis Fuoss (coin 10) 18 PTS 
PTS 


1846 N- 1855 N-10 
1) Allen Ross (coin 44) 54 PTS 1) Steve Miller (coin 69) 43 PTS 


16 
2) Tony Tony (coin 52) 33 PTS 2) Chris McCawley (coin 47) 23 
PIS 
3) John McBride (coin 36) 27 3) Allen Ross (coin 58) 18 PTS 
Pis 


4) Allen Ross (coin 57) 26 PTS 4) Allen Ross (coin 42) 17 PTS 


5) Allen Ross (coin 56) 13 PTS 5) Chris McCawley (coin 54b) 16 
PTS 
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1,500.00 
200.00 
475.00 
850.00 

1,700.00 
125.00 
550.00 
800.00 

2,400.00 
750.00 

1,100.00 
500.00 
550.00 
380.00 
550.00 

75.00 

1,250.00 

4,250.00 

2,800.00 

2,600.00 

1,200.00 

3,250.00 

5,000.00 
700.00 
280.00 
320.00 

pass 
100.00 
600.00 
360.00 
130.00 

pass 

1,400.00 
240.00 
550.00 
170.00 
380.00 
220.00 
400.00 
340.00 


42 
43 
44 
4S 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
o2 
JS 
54 
55 
56 
ai 
98 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
66a 
6/7 
68 
69 
10 
70a 
71 
12 
f3 
f4 
fo 
76 
7 
18 


2019 EAC SALE PRICES REALIZED 


These prices do not include the 15% buyer’s fees. 


550.00 79 850.00 
240.00 80 4,600.00 
130.00 80a 100.00 
500.00 80b 100.00 
5,750.00 81 300.00 
220.00 82 400.00 
320.00 83 pass 
460.00 84 5,000.00 
1,500.00 85 1,550.00 
340.00 86 900.00 
3,600.00 87 380.00 
340.00 88 pass 
240.00 89 1,100.00 
1,000.00 90 1,700.00 
340.00 91 220.00 
340.00 92 pass 
1,700.00 93 3,600.00 
340.00 94 460.00 
pass 95 220.00 
120.00 96 pass 
340.00 97 750.00 
240.00 98 1,300.00 
3,800.00 99 500.00 
750.00 100 2,400.00 
200.00 101 4,000.00 
3,000.00 102 300.00 
85.00 103 3,000.00 
pass 104 320.00 
4,800.00 105 pass 
1,800.00 106 1,900.00 
11,000.00 107 9,000.00 
280.00 108 650.00 
1,400.00 109 480.00 
1,300.00 110 300.00 
4,000.00 111 2,800.00 
pass 112 990.00 
420.00 113 900.00 
240.00 114 550.00 
pass 115 2,200.00 
550.00 116 pass 


117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 


300.00 
pass 
340.00 
2,000.00 
260.00 
300.00 
420.00 
pass 
1,500.00 
100.00 
600.00 
750.00 
1,700.00 
260.00 
750.00 
6,500.00 
180.00 
440.00 
1,100.00 
400.00 
700.00 
480.00 
1,500.00 
1,500.00 
pass 
160.00 
160.00 
460.00 
320.00 
800.00 
400.00 
160.00 
4,000.00 
750.00 
650.00 
110.00 
190.00 
700.00 
2,000.00 
380.00 
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195 
195a 


400.00 
320.00 
280.00 
1,400.00 
90.00 
1,200.00 
210.00 
400.00 
pass 
1,800.00 
1,200.00 
7,000.00 
280.00 
650.00 
600.00 
220.00 
2,600.00 
700.00 
1,400.00 
pass 
950.00 
2,800.00 
220.00 
pass 
220.00 
110.00 
360.00 
260.00 
pass 
440.00 
pass 
340.00 
400.00 
650.00 
4,000.00 
2,400.00 
850.00 
650.00 
2,200.00 
500.00 
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6,500.00 
320.00 
420.00 
480.00 
280.00 
990.00 

3,000.00 
260.00 
550.00 
750.00 
220.00 
420.00 
430.00 
480.00 
400.00 
600.00 
600.00 
730.00 


pass 


3,200.00 
300.00 
190.00 
400.00 
300.00 
240.00 
280.00 
440.00 

1,600.00 
340.00 
990.00 
400.00 
650.00 
340.00 
220.00 

1,600.00 
900.00 


pass 


650.00 
380.00 


235 16,000.00 





1,300.00 
750.00 
460.00 
130.00 
440.00 
730.00 

3,200.00 
420.00 

1,000.00 
100.00 
360.00 
440.00 
360.00 
380.00 
280.00 

1,100.00 
260.00 
440.00 

4,000.00 

1,900.00 
420.00 
990.00 
100.00 
360.00 

1,200.00 
300.00 
110.00 
190.00 

2,800.00 
400.00 
800.00 
320.00 

2,800.00 
700.00 
240.00 
300.00 
280.00 
300.00 
300.00 

3,800.00 





276 500.00. 296 400.00 
2/7 320.00 297 700.00 
2/8 190.00 298 650.00 
2/9 00.00 298— 900.00 
280 800.00 299 240.00 
281 440.00 300 130.00 
282 320.00 301 300.00 
283 950.00 302 420.00 
284 pass 303 260.00 
285 650.00 304 320.00 
286 990.00 305 pass 

28/7 650.00 306 220.00 
288 440.00 307 240.00 
289 200.00 308 400.00 
290 1,800.00 309 650.00 
291 460.00 310 500.00 
292 900.00 311 360.00 
293 pass 312 120.00 
294 4,000.00 313 480.00 
295 2,800.00 314 340.00 


330 850. 00 349 200.00 
331 1,350.00 350 220.00 
332 pass 351 280.00 
aoe 320.00 315 550.00 
334 240.00 316 110.00 
335 340.00 31/7 pass 

336 525.00 318 200.00 
337 550.00 319 260.00 
338 320.00 320 300.00 
339 260.00 321 150.00 
340 180.00 322 380.00 
341 150.00 323 100.00 
342 3,000.00 324 200.00 
343 2,200.00 325 525.00 
344 950.00 326 140.00 
345 500.00 32/7 300.00 
346 700.00 328 340.00 
347 300.00 329 220.00 
348 380.00 
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STEVE ELLSWORTH ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE ANA! 


EAC is proud to share the information that our own 
Col. Steve Ellsworth has been elected to the presidency 
of the American Numismatic Association. He will be 
sworn-in at the annual ANA Banquet on Friday, Aug. 
16, at the World’s Fair of Money® in Rosemont, III. 








Ellsworth will become the Association’s 61st president, 
succeeding current President Gary Adkins, who will 
serve as a non-voting, ex-officio member of the board. 

We hope for a good representation of EAC members 
at his installation. 
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EAC PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 


EAC is a club with many talented members who do 
interesting research projects related to early copper and 
the early days of the United States Mint. Yet, EAC has 
never promoted the publication of such books. Indeed, 
the only book ever published by EAC was the Grad- 
ing Guide for Early American Copper Coins by Bill 
Eckberg, Bob Fagaly, Dennis Fuoss and Ray Williams, 
and that was done without established procedures and 
practices. Most recently, Bill Eckberg’s book, The Half 
Cent, 1793-1857: The Story of America’s Greatest Little 
Coin, was published by EAC, but without any financial 
contribution from the club. 


The committe consists of Harry Salyards, Editor of 
Penny-Wise, Lou Alfonso, EAC Treasurer, Bill Eckberg, 


EAC President and Steve Carr. Others who volunteer to 
participate are welcome. 





We believe that formal procedures and parameters for 
EAC publishing projects need to be developed and pro- 
moted to keep early copper in the minds of collectors, 
and initial thoughts wre presented at the meeting at the 
EAC convention in Dayton. Like the publications com- 
mittee of C4, our group would assist with editing and 
EAC would provide financial support for the project. 








At this point, we invite potential authors to make pro- 
posals to the committee. 


Do you have one? We are ready to help. 
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RESULTS FROM THE EAC 2019 HALF CENT WHIST MATCH 


David Consolo 


I thought some background information should be 
provided which may promote future “whist matches,” 
and, may encourage new collectors to participate in the 
education afforded by “judging” in a whist match. 


\WHIST: as a noun, describes a card game (suppos- 
edly, the forerunner of bridge), originating in the 1700s. 
The game was a competition that could be played by 
two teams or individuals, and was decided by who had 
the best cards. As an EAC event, the term has turned 
into an amiable competition in which collectors (usually 
two) present their set of coins (usually half cents) for 
viewing one at a time to a select and controllable group 
of connoisseurs. The “match” and scoring begin as those 
viewing the coins “judge” the individual coins being 
passed to them on the basis of which coin THEY would 
most want in their collection. Points are tallied, by va- 
riety, on a score sheet: one point to the owner/winner in 
the subjective view of the judging participants; and, in 
case of a tie (i.e., no preference as to which coin 1s most 
coveted), a half point is given to each of the presenters. 


LET THE GAME BEGIN! This year’s whist match 
was sponsored by Rod Widok and Jon Lusk who brought 





their half cent collections to Dayton. The two competing 
collectors assembled in advance of the judging partici- 
pants who began arriving at 8:45 am on Thursday, May 
2"? A jovial and sincere welcome was shared among 
Ray Rouse, John Bergner, Ed Fuhrman, Russ Butcher, 
Bob Kebler, Joan Widok, and David Consolo, who in 


turn thanked Rod and Jon for their efforts in being this 
year’s contestants. The scoring rules were reviewed, and 
at 9:00 the first set of half cents hit the jeweler’s pad. 
Two coins of the same date, and same die variety (from 
each respective owner) were passed, sequentially, to the 
judges. 


As if they were starved, the judges feasted upon the 
coins as they passed in front of them, carefully review- 
ing, turning, commenting on die varieties. An occasion- 
al — Ahh! or Ooh! could be heard as each judge marked 
his individual score sheet. 


Time passed quickly...along with all the congenial 
comments, relating to the coins, such as, “I remember 
when this coin came on the market, years ago,” and, “I 
wish I had this in MY collection.” A half-hour break was 
taken at about 12:30, to rest the eyes and obtain suste- 
nance for the ongoing challenge of viewing the second 
half of the collections. Reassembled, the team repeated 
the careful discernment, scrutinizing each pair of coins 
until the match was completed at about 3:00pm. 


What were the results? Not so quickly there, partner! 
No, the tallying was done in secret, for what seemed like 
days. We, the judges, all 
had a feeling that the final 
outcome might be close. 
Finally, similar to long- 
awaited “white smoke” 
from the Vatican, a winner 
was announced. Rod had 
§ won by ONE point. 


Later, Jon commented, 
“Well, the match was 
close—I was in the lead 
after the 93s, but was 
smashed for the rest of the 
1790s. I tied it up by the 
end of the Draped Busts, 
and finished with the amaz- 
ing total of 141! Rod only 


managed 142. It was fun!” 


I think Jon’s remarks summarized all of the partici- 
pants’ feelings. We were presented a rare opportunity to 
view two choice collections. We learned, shared cama- 
raderie, and, WE HAD FUN! 


* KK KK KK Kk Kk Ok Kk Kk KK OK Kk OK 


131 


EAC 2020 PREVIEW 


Chris F. Pretsch and Tom Nist 


It’s never too early to start planning for the next con- 
vention. Following the very successful Dayton show is 
going to be tough but we’re going to try to host a great 
show in 2020. The 2020 EAC Convention will be held 
from April 29° — May 3" at the Marriot City Center 
in downtown Pittsburgh. The EAC room rate is $159/ 
night. The hotel is centrally located to many cultural in- 
stitutions that Pittsburgh has to offer. Some of the attrac- 
tions that you might want to consider are: 


Carnegie Museum of Natural History 


Carnegie Museum of Natural History, one of the 
four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh, is among the 
top natural history museums in the country. It main- 
tains, preserves, and interprets an extraordinary collec- 
tion of artifacts, objects, and scientific specimens used 
to broaden understanding of evolution, conservation, 
and biodiversity. Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
generates new scientific knowledge, advances science 
literacy, and inspires visitors of all ages to become pas- 
sionate about science, nature, and world cultures. The 
Carnegie also preserves the George Clapp collection of 
Early American Coppers! 





Carnegie Museum of Art 


Carnegie Museum of Art is arguably the first museum 
of contemporary art in the United States, collecting the 
“Old Masters of tomorrow” since the inception of the 
Carnegie International in 1896. Today, the museum 1s 
one of the most dynamic major art institutions in Amer- 
ica. The collection of more than 30,000 objects features 
a broad spectrum of visual arts, including painting and 
sculpture; prints and drawings; photographs; architec- 
tural casts, renderings, and models; decorative arts and 
design; and film, video, and digital imagery. Through 
programming, exhibitions, and publications, the mu- 
seum frequently explores the role of art and artists in 
confronting key social issues of our time, combining 
and juxtaposing local and global perspectives. With its 
unique history and resources, the museum strives to be- 
come a leader in defining the role of art museums for the 
21st century. 


Phipps Conservatory 


A green oasis in the middle of Pittsburgh’s vibrant 
Oakland neighborhood, Phipps Conservatory and 


Botanical Gardens has provided a world-class garden 
experience to its visitors since 1893. Explore the beauty 
and wonders of nature at Phipps, encompassing 15 acres 
including a 14-room glasshouse and 23 distinct gardens. 
Experience industry-leading sustainable architecture 
and green practices, stunning seasonal flower shows, 
exclusive commissioned exhibits, renowned orchid and 
bonsai collections and more. This historic landmark is 
just a few miles from downtown Pittsburgh in Schenley 
Park. 


The Heinz History Center 





The Senator John Heinz History Center traces its roots 
back to 1879, making it the oldest cultural institution 
in Western Pennsylvania. In 1879, the Old Residents 
of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania established a 
historical society to help preserve local history. Five 
years later, the name changed to the Historical Society 
of Western Pennsylvania and has been in continuous 
existence for more than 135 years. Known now as the 
Senator John Heinz History Center, the museum system 
includes the Western Pennsylvania Sports Museum, the 
Thomas & Katherine Detre Library & Archives, the Fort 
Pitt Museum, Meadowcroft Rockshelter and Historic 
Village, and the Museum Conservation Center. 


The Andy Warhol Museum 


Located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the place of 
Andy Warhol’s birth, The Andy Warhol Museum holds 
the largest collection of Warhol’s artworks and archival 
materials. The Warhol is one of the most comprehen- 
sive single-artist museums in the world and the largest 
in North America. 





We will be putting some excursions together that will 
probably include some of these destinations. Feedback 
and ideas from EAC members are always welcome. 


Dealer tables are selling fast but we still have some 
left. If you would like a table contract, please email 


Chris at pretsch@staleycap.com and I will get one over 


to you. 


We are looking forward to seeing everyone in Pitts- 
burgh next year and please do not hesitate to reach out 
to us if you have any questions. 
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REGION 3 EAC MEETING 
Baltimore, Maryland, March 2, 2019 


Ed Fox 


Carlisle PA 
Carlisle PA 


Craig Sholley 
Bonnie Sholley 


Garett Ziss West Chester, PA 
Frank Goss Baltimore, MD 
George Trostel Southington, CT 
Bill Fowkes Vienna, VA 

Jeff Owen Northeast, MD 
Andrew Graber Joppa, MD 

Fred Cook Bel Air, MD 
Greg Fitzgibbon Manassas, VA 

Ed Fox Spencerville, MD 


Greg Fitzgibbon called the Whitman Baltimore Coin 
Show EAC Region 3 meeting to order at | PM, and as is 
the custom, everyone introduced themselves along with 
their particular collecting interests. 


During “Show & Tell” 


Greg showed us several interesting acquisitions — 
A Colonial London Token from a Tower Mint 1694 
half penny on a thick planchet; a Vermont 1786 Ry- 
der 8, R4, late die state; a 1794 US Half Cent, CSa, 
a recolored normal head; an 1804 US Half Cent, C9, 
an extremely rare die state before the cud, with a 
sunken die at RTY. 


Craig showed a double struck Fugio Trial from the 
Rising Sun Collection, Newman 107, dated 1798, 
previously misidentified as Newman 105 and 106. 
Craig identified it as 107 from the unique positions 
of the lower cinquefoils. Also shown was a Sheldon 
80 high grade electrotype of 1795, unfortunately 





with the edge “spooned” to hide the seam. Another 
electro, an 1860 Samuel Black large cent copy with 
the copper shell starting to peel, but still nicer than 
most Black electrotype tokens; and a Hard Times 
Token, HT305. 


Ed showed two of the 1817 N12 Large Cents he ac- 
quired from the recent Goldberg sale of Jim Neis- 
winter’s 1793 and 1817 coins. The first was lot 72, 
perhaps the earliest known die state of the series 
with the characteristic break between the | and 7 not 
yet developed although signs are there. The second 
was lot 75, the terminal die state with the big cud at 
stars | to 3. 





Other items of interest 


General discussion of the upcoming EAC conven- 





tions: 
o 2019 in Dayton Ohio (2-5 May) [see re- 
ports elsewhere in this issue] 
o 2020 in Pittsburg PA (30 Apr to 3 May) 
o 2021 1n Washington DC (11 - 14 March) 


For half cent enthusiasts, next January’s Goldberg 
sale will most likely include many high grade half 
cents. 


Fred reported he got a nice 1833 N1 from Tom 
Reynolds. 


It was reported that John Adams is selling his Co- 
mitia Americana Medals, including the Libertas 
Americana. 


The meeting adjourned at 1:45PM; next meeting at 
Whitman Baltimore Summer Show, 25 May 2019. 
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JOINT EAC & C4 MEETING 
GARDEN STATE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 
Somerset, New Jersey 
Ray Williams 


At 1:00 PM on Saturday of the Garden State Numis- 
matic Association Convention, we held a joint meeting 
of C4 and EAC members. Years ago, each club had its 
own meeting, but it was decided to combine the meet- 
ings because most were members of both clubs. 
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After self-introductions, we had a time of sharing EAC 
Dayton experiences, including a field trip to the Air 
Force Museum (highly recommended). There was a 
discussion about the current ANA elections and it was 
stressed that every member should vote. The office 
of president is being contested and our very own Col. 





Steve Ellsworth is running. A plea was made for articles 
for Penny-Wise and the C4 Newsletter, on behalf of their 
respective editors. Informal conversations about various 
hobby topics ensued and we ended by having a short 
“show-n-tell” time. Those present were: 


Jeff Burke 


Joe Pargola 


David Gladfelter 
Gary Smith 


Joe LoGiudice 
Thomas Behren 


Kevin Vinton Ray Williams 
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MINUTES OF THE EAC REGION 7 MEETING 


Long Beach, California, June 7, 2019 


Dennis Fuoss 


Attendees included: Dennis Fuoss, Bob Fagaly, Phil 
Moore, Fred Truex, Ron Shintaku, Gene Sternlicht, Tom 
Reynolds, Steven Ellsworth and Sheldon Lacher. 


Chairman Ron Shintaku called the meeting to order 
at 6:35PM. In accordance with EAC tradition, we went 
around the room with introductions and brief descrip- 
tions of each member’s collecting interests. This elicited 
many added comments and lively discussion. 


Bob Fagaly brought his Large Cent date set (currently 
under construction and over half complete) for show 
and tell. This was passed around for other members to 
appreciate. 


A discussion about the recent EAC convention in 
Dayton, Ohio followed. All attendees had positive ex- 
periences to report. Bob Fagaly reported on the Boy 
Scout merit badge meeting and Dennis Fuoss spoke in 
praise of the Grading & Counterfeit Detection seminar. 
It was mentioned that Steve Carr announced that Dayton 
was his last time as instructor for the Grading seminar. 
Because the seminar is very popular with members, it 
was suggested that next year’s chairpersons may want to 
contact Steve’s son, Jim Carr, who has expressed inter- 
est in continuing the seminar. 


A wide-ranging discussion followed about future EAC 
convention venues. EAC 2020 will be in Pittsburgh. 
That is considered a good location, in spite of the fact 
that it is a significant distance from Region-7 members. 
Washington will be the 2021 convention location. There 
were expressions of concern about the cost of attend- 
ing the Washington convention. There were also some 
concerns about conflicts with other coin shows, because 
the EAC dates for Washington have been moved up to 
March. D.C. weather in March is also a potential issue, 
but it was not deemed of primary importance. Bob Fag- 
aly mentioned that he is working to arrange a guided 
tour of Anderson House in Washington, during the EAC 
convention. Anderson House is the headquarters for the 


Society of the Cincinnati (Patriotic Organization for 
Revolutionary War officers’ descendants). There will be 
room for 50 people to attend the tour. 


There has been a preliminary proposal to hold the 
EAC 2022 convention in St. Louis. However, nothing 
is settled at this time. It was noted that Dallas has also 
been mentioned (on the Copper Notes Facebook forum), 
but there were negative comments about the hotel where 
the 2015 EAC in Dallas was held, because the location 
was far from other local attractions. This was not a big 
concern for the Region-7 folks at our meeting, how- 
ever. Other concerns (room cost, ease of transportation 
to/from the airport, the comfort of the bourse floor and 
meeting rooms, and the general worthiness of the hotel) 
are the dominant issues that determine how enjoyable it 
will be to attend an EAC convention. If there are other 
attractions nearby (especially historic or cultural phe- 
nomena) this is icing on the cake, and can help convince 
spouses to attend the meeting. 





The group discussed the possibility of bringing a fu- 
ture EAC meeting back to California or the West Coast 
more generally. California can be difficult, due to high 
costs, tax considerations, transportation, etc. It was also 
noted that the bulk of EAC membership lives east of 
the Mississippi, which tends to favor locations east of 
the Rocky Mountains. However, California remains a 
worthwhile goal for a future EAC. 


Upcoming copper auction events were mentioned. 
Heritage plans to sell the Don Stoebner large cents at 
Long Beach in September. Don has assembled a full set 
of Early Date cents by Sheldon number, and bidding for 
the rare varieties 1s expected to be very competitive. The 
Goldbergs will be selling the Joan and Rod Widok coins 
next February in Los Angeles. 


The next topic for the group was the trend in EAC 
membership numbers, and a discussion of ways to reach 
out to other (possibly related) organizations in an effort 
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to recruit new members to EAC. One noteworthy idea 
was to catalog all the historical societies and clubs de- 
voted to historic places or events, and attempt to edu- 
cate members of these groups about the benefits of EAC 
membership. Although this would be an ambitious un- 
dertaking, these groups represent a much richer vein for 
recruitment than the general public of the U.S. Another 
idea mentioned was reaching out to existing coin collec- 
tor clubs whose interests align with EAC. This could re- 
semble our one-time convention collaboration with the 





John Reich Collectors Society. The Fly-In Club was an- 
other possible target. No specific action was taken, but 
this seems like an interesting topic for further planning. 


Finally, Ron mentioned that the election of EAC of- 
ficers is coming soon. Anyone interested in volunteering 
as a regional or national officer should consider contact- 
ing the EAC secretary (Donna Levin, email levindon- 


na@att.net), to get listed on the ballot. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25PM. 
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TREASURES OBTAINED FROM THE EAC DAYTON CONVENTION 


Ron Shintaku 


The 2019 EAC Dayton Convention was another ex- 
cellent and memorable event. Thanks to the fine efforts 
of Convention Chair Jack Young and his wife, Laura, 
the convention was another great one for the EAC re- 
cord books. 





While attending the scheduled events, I particularly 
always enjoy meeting and reacquainting with fellow 
copper enthusiasts and friends that I have not seen 
since previous conventions. Though I communicate via 
email &/or phone frequently with many EAC members 
throughout the intervening year, it continues to always 
be a pleasure to meet again in person. 


By the end of this year’s convention, I also came away 
with three interesting acquisitions, two of which will 
always remain as very special personal collecting trea- 
sures. Admittedly, from this year’s event as with previ- 
ous conventions, I came away with many special items 
provided at the generosity and labor of other members, 
to include Mike Packard’s great “bangers” and Chris 
McCawley’s fantastic commemorative t-shirts, all of 
which are sincerely appreciated. 


The first special gift I acquired came from my long- 
time friend and 1793 large cent mentor, Jim Neiswinter. 
He presented me with an extremely handsome, beauti- 
fully hardbound black-colored gilt-lettered edition of his 
latest literary work, The Cents of 1793. Jim’s latest work 
consists of 127 pages with the first 43 pages dedicated to 
listing his recent January 2019 Goldberg Auction large 
cent collection sale lots. The material described is as it 
was presented within the Goldberg auction sales cata- 
log. This section is well illustrated, along with informa- 
tive detailed descriptions of each lot. 








The balance of Jim’s recent book is devoted to his- 
torical, analytical and varietal discovery information 
pertaining to the cents of 1793. This entire section is 


highly illustrated with colored photography of histori- 
cal numismatic documents from noted 19" and 20" cen- 
tury large cent collectors, dealers and scholars. As an 
example of Jim’s “no expense 1s too great” enthusiasm 
to produce this book, within the section discussing the 
April 1869 American Journal of Numismatics in which 
the original Levick plate of 1793 cent varieties was ini- 
tially published, Jim has laminated a page with a full- 
color detailed recreation and compilation of the Levick 
plate. Simply outstanding! I have within my library an 
actual copy of the April 1869 AJN, and though Levick’s 
illustrated plate is of significant historical value, Jim’s 
updated plate 1s simply beautiful “eye-candy” to behold 
in comparison. 





As an avid student and collector of 1793 cents, I also 
have within my numismatic library, Jim’s two prior book 
publications, The Aristocrat—the Story of 1793 Sheldon 
15 (2013) and About Cents IT (2017), both in regular 
and leather-bound editions. The Cents of 1793 will be a 
nice addition to my collection of the Neiswinter series. 
Further, this new book will be a treasured addition to my 
collection of special edition sales catalogs of noted EAC 
collectors and friends, to include Dan Holmes, Chuck 
Heck and Dan Trollan. Those interested in obtaining 
a copy of Jim’s latest book should be aware that only 
35 were printed, and as such the supply may already be 
exhausted. The autographed bookplate within my gifted 
copy denotes it is number “18 of 35.” However, inqui- 
ries could be made to Jim via his email: J_neiswinter@ 
hotmail.com. 


The second notable acquisition I obtained from at- 
tending the convention was a self-made and published 
catalog work by EAC member and collector, W. C. 
“Buck” Burgess, Jr. Buck has compiled a series of per- 
sonal catalogs of his collecting areas of interests, to in- 
clude, if memory serves correctly: colonials, half and 
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large cents, tokens, small cents and other numismatic 
items. The number of personal catalogs assembled by 
him, again I can’t recall exactly, may number five to 
eight in total. I previously met Buck as a regular at- 
tendee of the Long Beach Coin and Collectible Expo, 
where Region 7 Secretary Dennis Fuoss and I conduct 
our three times a year R7 EAC Long Beach meetings. 
While at the Dayton convention, as Buck was aware of 
my interest in early date large cents, he allowed me to 
review his personal catalog titled, “An American Col- 
lection - Book Two: Early American Copper - Large & 
Half Cent 1793-1857.” 


As I reviewed Buck’s work, I initially noted that he 
had assembled his catalog in a loose-leaf format with 
its premium glossy paper contents handsomely encased 
within a black-colored three-ring binder. The binder has 
a slipcover which allowed him to insert a well-designed 
and color-illustrated binder-cover title page. Buck does 
not number his catalog pages, but Pll estimate within 
this catalog there are approximately 120-125 pages. 


The contents of Buck’s catalog include not only a de- 
tailed listing of each his half and large cent collections, 
but also paragraphs that provides a wealth of historical 
information “nuggets” (as described by Buck) of signifi- 
cant events that had occurred during each coin year date. 
In addition, there are technical sections of the catalog 
discussing rarity, condition and grading of coppers; his- 
torical notes on the establishment of the first U.S. Mint; 
and numerous personal notes as to his collecting goals 
and efforts. Buck also peppers his catalog by utilizing 
humorous limericks and poetry to inform and entertain 
the reader as to his personal collecting experiences. The 
entire catalog is well-illustrated with detailed colored 
photography. This is truly an enjoyable, educational 
read about how one collector has fun with his coins. 








Buck’s catalogs are not commercially marketed but 
are mostly made to order. I acquired a copy and felt the 
asking price of $25 was a bargain for all the interesting 
information Buck’s catalog has to offer. For those inter- 
ested in learning more about Buck’s catalogs, he can be 


contacted via email: wcbuckb@aol.com. 


My third notable treasure from the Dayton conven- 
tion came to be one of my most memorable and defin- 
ing experiences as an EAC member. EAC has always 
represented to me the finest that any social and hobby 
organization could demonstrate in terms of fellow- 
ship, camaraderie, and willingness to share numismatic 
knowledge and skills—an intangible yet significant ben- 
efit of membership. 


During 2004-2005, Dan Dameo, our then EAC R7 








Chairman, conducted the R7 meetings as part of the 
Long Beach Collectible Expo. While attending those 
meetings, I would occasionally see husband and wife 
members, Bryan and Nancy Yamasaki. At that time, oth- 
er than for brief pleasantries, we really didn’t converse 
much. It wasn’t until the 2011 Portland EAC Conven- 
tion, when Bryan, Nancy and I had a long conversation 
about our copper collecting interests, that the genesis of 
our long and close friendship began. 


In the intervening years until mid-2018, Bryan and I 
would meet occasionally for lunch, and would also lat- 
er begin carpooling together to the Long Beach Expo 
shows. We would frequently discuss our copper collect- 
ing interests, mine focusing on early dates, specifically 
the 1793 varieties. Bryan and Nancy’s copper collecting 
focused on building a large cent date, type and major va- 
riety set, 1793-1857. As the years past, their focus shift- 
ed to upgrading and replacing original set items with 
coins that exhibited exceptional eye-appeal, and where 
possible, also high condition census ranking. 


During a 2017 Long Beach show, Bryan requested a 
noted copper dealer’s grading opinion on a handful of 
middle and late date large cents that were his set dupli- 
cates. I was also present and had the opportunity to view 
his duplicates. Most all were graded EAC AUS55-58, all 
exhibited choice smooth-hard surfaces and exhibited 
either a beautiful light milk-chocolate brown color or 
bordered on red-brown. The dealer and I were both im- 
pressed that these were considered his duplicates, and 
we both remarked that Bryan had a “good-eye” for ob- 
taining choice coins. One item particularly caught my 
eye, an 1825 N6 that was out of the 1996 Bowers and 
Merena Eliasberg sale. I lacked the 1825 date in my still 
incomplete date series, and also a coin with the noted 
Eliasberg provenance. I was tempted to make an offer 
for it. However, written on the attached paperwork, I 
noted the “handsome” four-figure price Bryan had origi- 
nally paid, and decided not to even make a purchase of- 
fer. 





At the Dayton convention, Bryan remarked to me that 
he and Nancy were contemplating the eventual sale of 
their copper collection. As of yet, no firm sale date or 
timeline had been established. However, Bryan did fi- 
nally decide to sell those duplicates that I had viewed 
a few years prior. He’d considered the different av- 
enues to obtain the most gain, but eventually decided 
to place those coins into the 2020 EAC Sale where the 
club could also benefit. Those coins were relinquished 
to Kevin Vinton’s care. As he explained his meeting 
with Kevin, and we walked the bridgeway between the 
convention center and hotel, Bryan reached into his coat 
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pocket, said “Here,” and motioned to me that he was 
handing me something. I stopped and looked at what it 
was he was handing me. I was a bit taken to see that it 
was his Eliasberg 1825 N6 that I had previously viewed. 
I asked him, “What’s this?” He said without emotion, 
“It’s yours.” I replied I couldn’t afford the price at this 
time. Bryan said, “I’m not selling it to you, I’m giving 
it to you, as you’ ve indicated you still don’t have a coin 
pedigreed to Eliasberg, and desired one, so here.” 


I was absolutely flabbergasted. I kindly explained to 
him that his generosity was extremely appreciated, but 
that, though I desired his Eliasberg 25N6, I could not 
accept such a gesture, without compensating him for it. 
Numerous attempts were made to remunerate him with 
payment schedules and such, but were all met with a 
flat, “No,” and a sense that any further attempt at com- 
pensation would be considered an insult to his gift. 
Knowing him, I could sense the developing tension in 
his voice as I continued to pursue compensation, and 





as such I stopped vocalizing, but I did not give up. He 
didn’t know it then, but at the convention’s end, with the 
assistance of the hotel front desk staff, I was able to at 
least cover his hotel meals and room expenses. About a 
week later, when I told him what I had done, he laughed 
about it and wondered why the hotel invoice paperwork 
was marked paid before he had even checked-out! 


The take-away here, from my third Dayton EAC trea- 
sure, was not solely Bryan’s gifted Eliasberg 25N6, but 
primarily his demonstrated generosity, compassion and 
friendship, borne out of my established relationship 
with this fellow EAC’er and genuinely good man. After 
I pass on to that great beyond, I'll leave all the coins and 
material items behind but take all of life’s color & ex- 
periences, love, family memories and friendships to the 
grave with me. And those for me are the real treasures to 
come away with, not only from the recent Dayton con- 
vention, but from life in its entirety. 
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RALPH RUCKER 


Chris McCawley 


When I heard Ralph had passed, I was surprised. I had 
spoken with him only several weeks before and it was 
clear to me he felt he had kicked cancer’s ass. Ralph 
didn’t just “feel” things lightly. Everything he did or felt 
was with conviction. So I was surprised and saddened 
that the cancer had got him. 


A few days later, I learned that it wasn’t the cancer 
at all. He had taken a hard fall and hit his head. I was 
happy, or pleased, or at least relieved. We can’t always 
choose our feelings or reactions, but the truth is I was 
happy the cancer hadn’t got him. He had beat it. It was 
a random blind side, a jolt to the head that took him out. 
He would have liked that better. 


I first met Ralph after Alice and I had moved back 
to Oklahoma. Ralph was living in California, but had 
been raised in Bartlesville, OK and had family ties in 
Oklahoma. Ralph was an advanced coin collector at that 
time and I was a fledgling coin dealer. Ralph was a phy- 
sician at Children’s Hospital of Orange County. It was 
only years later I learned (and not from Ralph) that he 
was the premier Neonatal Physician in Southern Cali- 
fornia. He founded the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and 
Pulmonary Care program at Children’s Hospital. He did 
pioneer research in heart and lung health in premature 
birthed children and established protocols for their treat- 
ment. 





We in EAC knew Ralph as an early cent collector. 
How many Sheldon varieties are there? Multiply that by 
a hundred or a thousand or ten thousand. That’s how 
many children’s lives have been improved or saved by 
Ralph’s research. I have two grandchildren that were 
born six weeks premature with impaired lung develop- 
ment. We just celebrated their 4" birthday. 


Here’s a story Ralph did tell me. After medical school 
at Northwestern University School of Medicine, Ralph 
was sent to Korea as an army physician. The physicians 
were there, of course, for the benefit of the servicemen 
and their families. They were forbidden to treat the Ko- 
rean children from surrounding communities unless 
those children were being considered for adoption by 
U.S. personnel. Ralph, by charm or persuasion or oth- 
erwise, gathered a group of officers’ wives and others 
and imbued them with a temporary desire to adopt such 
children. The children then could be treated at the Army 
hospital and returned to their families in good health. 





I tell this story in that it illustrates much about the 
Rucker family character. The obvious aspect is the de- 
sire to serve and the persistence to succeed. On the other 
hand, “You are forbidden from...” is a term no Rucker 
thinks applies to them. 


In the early 1990s Ralph bought a 460 acre Ranch in 
Haskell, Oklahoma just southeast of Tulsa. There he 
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raised cattle, fine- finished the raising of his sons and 
daughters, and began the nurturement of his grandchil- 
dren. 


Over the years I found many large cents for Ralph to 
add to his ever expanding collection. Some transactions 
were at coin shows or through the mail. But others were 
off the turnpike or at soccer games or at the ranch. For 
some reason my memory is that Sherry, his wife of over 
50 years, always had the house decorated for an upcom- 
ing holiday. While Ralph’s personal style of couture has 
been described as “roughhewn”, Sherry was glamorous 
and artistic. Any time within a couple months of Christ- 
mas the home would be dressed up like a Macy’s store 
window. 


Speaking of couture, Ralph never bragged on him- 
self, but his children were always one step away from 
a Nobel prize in medicine. Ralph knew I was a fan of 
collegiate wrestling and he mentioned that one of his 
sons was a top junior college wrestler. A year later I saw 
Ralph Rucker Jr. listed on the roster at Oklahoma State 
alongside future UFC great Randy Couture and four- 
time NCAA champion Pat Smith. A genteel group to be 
sure. I think Ralph Jr. went in at 158, the same weight as 
Smith, so he moved up to 167 winning a letter. Ralph’s 
younger brother, Bill, was also athletic. And by my 
memory of Ralph Sr’s account, they were a challenging 
pair of boys to raise to Rucker specifications. 





Here is one of my favorite bits of fatherly advice giv- 
en to Ralph’s boys after some raucous behavior: 


“Keep it up boy. Pll bury you in the backyard and 
make another just like you.” 


Sage advice for a six year old. But for the older son, 
now a father, more serious counsel: 


“The most important thing you can do for your chil- 
dren is love their mother.” 


Here 1s the text of a plaque Ralph kept hanging on the 
wall in his house where it could be seen by the children: 


* WE LOVE YOU 


Look I am not your buddy. I’m your father. Your 
mother is not your friend. Shes your mother. We are the 
ONLY parents you are ever going to have. 


Our job is very different from, and way beyond, the 
job of being a friend. 


Also, this is NOT a democracy. I didnt campaign for 
you to elect me. You certainly didnt vote for me. So, 
we’re STUCK with each other. But if you realize how 
much we love you, and I hope that love is self-evident, 
then it will be easier for you to take our discipline be- 
cause it is an extension of our love. 


We, as your parents, have a tremendous responsibility. 
We introduced you into this world and we have to guide 
you on the road that will take you to a good life. You may 
question our intelligence, our logic, even our sanity, but 
you CANNOT question our intent. WE love you so much 
that we are willing to sacrifice YOUR love for us in or- 
der to put you on that road. 


Tf you still love us, that’s beautiful. But that’s not as 
important as the fact that we love you. As parents, we 
owe you all our love. “ 


Coin collecting was Ralph’s passion, medicine his vo- 
cation, but his life’s work was his family. 


In so far as his collection, Ralph was omnivorous. 
Above all he was as interested in the history as much as 
the coins. Pedigrees always intrigued him. Some many 
years ago Ralph shared some information on his collec- 
tion and some of his coins in Penny-Wise. One of our 
less unpretentious members questioned the desirability 
of one of Ralph’s rare varieties. It didn’t hurt Ralph’s 
feelings, but I took it a little personally. It pleased me 
greatly some years later for the opportunity to place in 
Ralph’s collection the S-79 from a California collector 
Ex. J.R. Frankenfield, Robbie Brown, Lee Kuntz, and 
Jack Robinson and subsequently the S-2 chain cent that 
completed his Sheldon die variety collection of Early 
Dates. One of very few collectors to do so. He could 
have bought the S-2 himself many times, but he let me 
find one for him because he knew it would mean some- 
thing to me. And that meant something to him. 


Years later we were sitting at my kitchen table in 
Frisco, TX. Ralph had just finished delivering to us half 
a butchered and frozen cow from his ranch in Haskell, 
OK. By now he was using a cane to get around. I can 
still picture him soldiering up the brick walkway pre- 
cariously, cane in one hand and a 25 pound cooler full of 
sirloins in the other. 





We sat at the table puzzling out some pedigrees from 
the envelopes with the coins. The REN green inks and 
the RSB “Cumberland” envelopes were easy as were the 
iconic treasures like a C. Douglas Smith typewritten en- 
velope with a Keats like poem praising the coin or the 
blue inked calligraphy on an original Newcomb enve- 
lope. The identity of other lesser owners was lost to time 
but not to Ralph. Next time I saw him he showed me 
his envelope project. “Del is sending me all his notes.” 
The time after that he was at EAC giving out free copies 
of his book on pedigrees. So now you can look up the 
envelopes that belonged to Phil Ralls or Rod Burress 
or Dan Holmes or even an envelope from a 29 year old 
CVM from thirty years ago. 
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At the memorial Ralph’s younger brother, Al- 
len, gave a eulogy. Allen is a Hollywood script writer, 
author, and humorist. He is also paralyzed and largely 
confined to a wheelchair. He wrote a book, The Best 
Seat in the House. I read it and it was moving and hu- 
morous. (The title of the book referred to the excellent 
view of décolletage afforded to a person in a wheelchair 
when hugged at award shows by grateful starlets.) Allen 
is a funny man. He described his brother as: 


Not couth 

Unstudied 

Not Fred Astair 

Snoring 

Sartorial nightmare 

Social backwoodsman 
Smelling of cattle droppings 
Toby Keith like 


Though this last definitely, and possibly the last two, 
would be considered high praise among a complement 
of Sooners. 





But he also described his brother as: 


Whipsmart 

Steel willed 

Highly regarded 

Kind and generous 

Beloved patriarch 

Moral beacon 

And the campfire around which the family gathered. 


Some of you may have read a Jack London story, “To 
Build a Fire’. The story describes the plight of a man 
who hikes into a frozen wilderness having underesti- 
mated the harsh, unforgiving cold. He struggles to build 
a fire, but fails and perishes. This story might be natu- 
ralistic or allegorical, but each and everyone of us must 
build or find a place of warmth and security to flourish. 


I like the description of Ralph as that fire. The camp- 
fire that will continue to warm and guide his family. I 
think he would have loved it. He only would have said, 


“Hey, pitch in! We can build it higher!” 
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CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following candidates have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of Penny-Wise. Provided that no 











adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the Membership Committee before the October 2019 
issue of P-W, all will be declared elected to full membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee 
is Bim Gander, 12770 NW Steelhead Falls Drive, Terrebonne, OR 97760. 


New Members 








Name City, State Member # 
Corey Duke Rome, GA 6611 
Tim McCann Aurora, IL 6612 
Greg Smith Cincinnati, OH 6613 
Stuart T. Roth Lake Worth, FL 6614 
Janessa “Jae’’ Watermann Kremmling, CO 6615 
Joe Conte Des Moines, IA 6616 
Richard HoKanson Southold, NY 6617 
Armand Keywell Detroit, MI 6618 
James Irwin Smithburg, MD 6619 
Dallas Langham Vandalia, IL 6620 
Laura Young Dayton, OH 6621A 
Geno Genar1 Linden, VA 6622 
Sarah Krawezk Apalachin, NY 6623A 
Richard C. Force, Sr. Lancaster, NH 6624 
Monte Venier Toledo, OH 6625 
John Bruner Anchorage, AK 6626 
Stephen Lucy Pompano Beach, FL 6627 
Eric Doree Woodbury, MN 6628 
Chris Long State College, PA 6629 
Scott Gustafson San Carlos, CA 6630 
Matthew Slife Arkadelphia, AR 6631 
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Robert McGill 
Ross Lloyd 

Jeff Reiff 

Tom Lobb 

Carl Brostedt 
Robert J. Payne 
John Damiano 
Russell Bullion 
Ryan Lassley 
Jason Scozzafava 
Stephanie Hudson 
Derek Yee 

James “Jimmy” Powers 
Zack Jones 

Don McCauley 
Richard Wilkinson 
John Kent 

Ben Hutchson 
Ryan Archer 

Loic Engelhardt 
Gordon Jackman 
Jason Giesen 
Alex Contois 
Kevin Cooper 
John B. Morrison 
Wade M. Cole 
Natalie Bigelow 
Kylee Dutenhaver 
David Theye 

Neal Cody 

Zane Neighbor 
Zachary Neighbor 
Benny Soltis 
Robert M. Lewis 
Mickey Tolch 
Terry Akers 

Jerry McNaul 
Paul Terner 
Stephen Kepner 
Patrick White 
Robert Lisk 

Allen Hodges 

Bill Shean 
Marcos Rubio 
Matthew G. King 
Thomas Dec 

Sean Patrick Ryan 
Jeffrey Schwartz 
Ron Brown 

Steve Johnson 
Joseph Myers 
Dylan Dominguez 


Jeanette, PA 
Vanderegrift, PA 
Wahpeton, ND 

Los Lunas, NM 
Bethlehem, PA 
Port Huron, MI 
Mission Viejo, CA 
Spicewood, TX 
Westminster, CA 
North Tonawanda, NY 
Greensboro, NC 
Carpinteria, CA 
Tucson, AZ 
Hartstown, PA 
Imperial Beach, CA 
Carmel, NY 
Arlington Heights, IL 
New Albany, IN 
Oro Valley, AZ 
Westmont, IL 
Westmont, IL 
Madison, WI 
Davenport, IA 
Dayton, OH 
Cedarville, OH 
Belleair Bluffs, FL 
Dayton, OH 
Cedarville, OH 
Milwaukee, WI 
Sheridan, IN 

Grove City, OH 
Grove City, OH 
Prudenville, MI 
Houghton Lake, MI 
Eden Prairie, MN 
Kettering, OH 
Seattle, WA 

Mount Vernon, IN 
Moscow, PA 

San Diego, CA 
Mecklenberg, NY 
Gilbert, AZ 
Peaachtree City, GA 
Fullerton, CA 
Littleton, CO 
Temperance, MI 
Santa Ana, CA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Fairborn , OH 
Fleetwood, PA 
Research Triangle Park, NC 
Corona, CA 
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6632 
6633 
6634 
6635 
6636 
6637 
6638 
6639 
6640 
6641 
6642 
6643 
6644 
6645 
6646 
6647 
6648 
6649 
6650 
6651) 
6652 
6653 
6654 
6655 
6656 
6657 
6658J 
6659J 
6660 
6661 
6662J 
6663) 
6664 
6665 
6666 
6667 
6668 
6669 
6670 
6671 
6672 
6673 
6674 
6675 
6676 
6677 
6678 
6679 
6680 
668 | 
6682 
6683 


Thomas Walker Cumming , GA 6684 
Gedorge Schultheis Seaford, NY 6685 
Nathan Howell Grenada, MS 6686 
Charles Grenon New Rochelle, NY 6687 
Ken Dittman Sanford, FL 6688 
David Li Acton, MA 6689 
Jeff Starck Sidney, OH 6690 
Frank H. Wing Midway, GA 6691 
Richard Laiderman San Fransisco, CA 6692 
Rejoining Members 
William R.T. Smith Wilmettte, IL 2 
James Goudge Canoga Park, CA 108 
Frederick F. Lowndes San Jose, CA 501 
Frank Wilkinson Frankfort, IN 503 
Ken L. Mote Rockford, OH 716 
Leonard Massa Litchfield, MA 829 
David Bloom Rural Retreat, VA 2829 
John Thompson Beavercreek, OH 4620 
Michael Powers Brookfield, CT 5597 
Hal Moore Columbus, OH 6172 
Richard Johnson Chillicothe, OH 6173 
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FINDING THE PROVERBIAL NEEDLE (aka S-166, Perfect Reverse) INA HAYSTACK 


Rod Widok 





Recently, while searching the internet for coins, I Whisker under chin?-yes. Whisker under bust to right 
came across a rather local auction that contained a few of 8?—yes. 
early date large cents. When I opened the auction cata- 7 


ile Now for the reverse. I immediately ruled out 
log, one coin in particular called out to me. 


S-166 because it lacked the arc crack on the 

I decided to attribute the piece. Type two hair — that left side. 
narrowed it down quite a bit. Large 8 — that narrowed it e §-165 has outer pair of leaves under T overlap- 
down to S-165, 166 & 167. I first verified the obverse. ping the wreath stem — NO. 
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e S-167 has inner pair of leaves under T far from 
stem & outer pair just touching — NO. 

¢ So, I checked S-166. Both pairs of leaves free 
from stem — YES. 

e First A in America is weak and has left leg 
small & shorter than right leg -YES 

¢ Lump on R in upper left corner — YES. 

¢ Deformed C in CENT —- Yes 


It was starting to sink in that this is a perfect reverse 
S-166! As you can see, there 1s no hint of a crack: 


I always thought all 
specimens had the crack 
on the reverse. Sheldon 
does not say anything 
about a perfect die. 


The next book I pulled 
out was the Breen Ency- 
clopedia of Large Cents. 
Walter does give a Die 
State I - perfect reverse 
die. He says that it is extremely rare and notated it with a 
footnote. The footnote refers the reader to the June 1957 
Numismatist, where Walter states, on page 659, that the 
variety is known with a perfect reverse. 





Even as recently as 2016, this die state was unveri- 
fied as evident by the description given in Lot #163 in 
the Goldberg’s Jan. 31, 2016 sale of the Tom Reynolds 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Bob Weldon writes, 


I have looked forward to receiving the latest copy of 
Penny-Wise since the early 1980s. The research, club 
news, condition, scarcity, pricing and die states of early 
copper are all fascinating if you collect copper. The an- 
nual meeting and friendships acquired make this group 
unique. 


However, I do not understand, after over 50 years, why 
we lack our own song. We could become the first coin 
group with a song. That would be awesome. Singing our 
song at the ANA or other coin conventions would cer- 
tainly benefit interest in EAC. 


The next question is, Where might we song the EAC 
song at our annual meeting? 


--Certainly at our Thursday night opening dinner. 


+k 


collection. The cataloger 
stated: “This 1s the earliest 
state seen by this cataloger, 
but an uncracked example | 
is rumored to exist.” 





I believe that this exam- 
ple is important for two reasons. First, it is clearly a Die 
State I, which substantiates Walter Breen’s 62 year-old 
claim. But, in my opinion, it is more important for the 
following reason. It is clearly seen that the B in LIB- 
ERTY did not strike up and there is a depression near 
the rim above the B. 


Here is what I believe happened when this specimen 
was struck. A blank planchet was fed into the coining 
chamber, but before the upper die came down, some- 
thing fell into the coining chamber and laid on top of 
the blank planchet. When the upper die did come down, 
the foreign object prevented the B from striking up and 
caused the depression on the rim. 





The depression on the rim is opposite the UN of 
UNITED — which happens to be the approximate mid- 
point between the two ends of the crack. So, my belief 
is that when this example was struck, the striking force 
against the foreign object in the coining chamber ex- 
erted undue pressure at UN. This undue pressure is what 
caused the reverse die to crack in a semi-circular arc. 
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--Late afternoon on the bourse as business winds down 
to friendly talking. 


--The nearest pub is also a prime candidate. 


I have a candidate for the EAC song which possibly 
is not the best but probably would not be the worst. If 
other members have the same interest they could submit 
songs for the next several issues of Penny-Wise, with 
a vote to be taken at the annual meeting next year in 
Pittsburgh. 





Anyway, here goes: 


We are all good fellows, each one the other’s friend; 
We will be good fellows until this world shall end. 
So while we are together, let's give a rousing cheer 
For coppers, early coppers, the bond we hold so dear. 


I hope to hear via Penny-Wise any songs or sugges- 
tions concerning the EAC song. 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EACers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines are free. 
ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY OR AS ELECTRONIC 
FILES, AND PAID IN ADVANCE. A full-page ad is $250. One-half page is $125. Discounts are available 
for repeating ads. Ads should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens and books related to the 
same. Deadline for material to appear in the October 2019 issue is September 30, 2019. A\l ads must 
include the individual membership number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent 
to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, P.O. Box 1691, Hastings, NE 68902 or by email to hpsalyar@tcgcs.com. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: 


Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny- Wise, does not examine any of the material advertised in 
Penny- Wise, nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American Coppers, Inc. assumes no 
responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material described therein) and no party shall have 
recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions arising from or relating to any advertise- 
ment in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. 
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John D. Wright, EAC #7 1468 Timberlane Drive St. Joseph, MI 49085 


The CENT Book 1816-1839. The standard reference on this series. 
Big, clear pictures, full discussions, easy attribution. 


Lists at $125 plus postage. 
Special to EAC members at $100 postpaid. Please email us at theJohn@sbcglobal.net 


* CK OK CK OK OK KK CK KK KK K K OK 


EARLY COPPERAUCTIONS 
Bob Grellman, EAC #575 P.O. Box 17226 Amelia Island, FL 32035-3138 407-221-1654 (cell) email: 
jrgrellman@gmail.com 
Consignments for Auction: I am accepting early copper consignments for all Goldberg auctions. Call, 
email, or text for details. 


Late Date Large Cent Book: The Die Varieties of United States Large Cents 1840-1857 is no longer 
available. Every known die variety and die state is fully described with additional rarity information for 
rare die states. The book is hardbound with 464 pages and over 100 photos. Price was $100 postpaid. Au- 
tographed on request. SOLD OUT. SORRY. 
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A SMALL HOARD OF EAC COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS which has been off the market for well 
over a decade will once again be offered to the general membership on a first-come, first-served basis! 
Order yours now, as there 1s no telling how long this limited supply will last! 


We still offer the 2000 Cape Canaveral Convention Commemorative, in copper, plain edge, larger than a 
dollar. This obverse features the obverse of 1794. The reverse has the space shuttle soaring over the state 
of Florida, with the legend EAC 2000 Cape Canaveral Florida April 6-9. Gem brilliant,flawles ssurfaces. 


The medals are offered at $5.00 each, plus postage. ALL PROCEEDS TO EAC!! Please place all medal 


orders, and/or inquire about available P-W issues: bimgander@gmail.com 
Bim Gander, Membership Chair 12770 NW Steelhead Falls Drive Terrebonne, OR 97760 
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An Interesting Selection of 18 Century British Tokens 


Plus some Regal and Colonial Coins and a few Odds and Ends 
Many tokens currently listed on our web site and inventory is updated frequently. 
Please take a look — comments and commentary welcome. 
Always in the market to buy—contact me at your convenience. 


Gary Groll, EAC#4814 CTCC—EAC—C4—ANA 
P.O. Box 717, Corvallis, OR 97339 
443.223.0399 * info@garygroll.com * www.garygroll.com 
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Charles Davis, EAC#142 Post OfficeBox1 Wenham, Mass 01984 
Sole distributor 
Noyes: United States LargeCents 1793-1794 $125.00 + $8.00shipping 
Noyes: United States LargeCents 1795-1797 $100.00 + $8.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1798-1814(2volumes) $200.00 + $10.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1793-1816(4volumes) $395.00 + $10.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1816-1857(2volumes) $225.00 + $10.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1793-1857(6volumes) $600.00 + $20.00shipping 
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R. Craig Kammerer, E.A.C.#676 P.O.Box505 Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
RCraigK @optonline.net 


Send for E-Mail [snail: LSSAE] extensive list of catalogs/books 
E-mail your wants as I have most rare copper [& other series] sales catalogs/ 


books Breaking up huge library 
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PROVENANCE GALLERY OF 1794 LARGE CENTS 


Order your copy of the reference book featuring the most coveted and prolific date among the early United 
States Large Cents. The book includes an overview of the formation of the US monetary system and the 
first Philadelphia mint, as well as the production of what many consider the ultimate numismatic subject: 
the Cents of 1794. It includes a brief history of large cent collecting and their collectors, descriptions of 
collectible obverse & reverse designs, and colorful photographic plates of each coin featured in the 1794 
Provenance Exhibit at the 2004 EAC Convention in San Diego. Prologue by John W. Adams. $45 post- 


paid. 
Al Boka, EAC #406 9817 Royal Lamb Drive Las Vegas, NV 89145 
Tel: 702-809-2620 email: eac406@aol.com www.1794largecents.com 
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Michael S. Shutty, Jr., EAC #2790 


If you want to read something totally different and a bit radical, I think you will enjoy my new book. It 
is a heartfelt exploration of history as told by coins lost in the dirt. The book also explains how copper 
cents decay when confronted with Mother Nature. Finally, I examine the aesthetics of corrosion, born of 
the conflict between nature and man (wherein nature wins). Check it out & enjoy a great weekend read. 


LOST CENTS, DEAD OWNERS: Appreciating Coins in Decay. 


My book is available from Books123.org or from other Internet sellers like Amazon.com. It costs 
$24.95 (less than a corroded Draped Bust cent). 
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Mabel Ann Wright, EAC#78 1468 Timberlane Drive St.Joseph, MI 49085 


We still have some copies of The CENT Book1816-1839. 
Ask anybody who has one or has seen one--you want this book. We are selling what we have to EAC 
members at $100 postpaid. 


Please email us at theJohn@sbcglobal.net 
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Craig McDonald, EAC #1540 


Mahogany Coin Cabinets — Handcrafted from solid mahogany. Cabinets are available with either 12, 15, 
or 18 trays. Multiple recess sizes up to 2” available. Custom cabinets also available...contact me to discuss 
your needs. Cabinets start at $350, with free shipping for C4 and EAC members. For additional details, 
information, images,or to order, visit:;www.CabinetsByCraig.net (note that it’s snet), or call 972- 978-7710, 
or write: PO Box 1231, Frisco, TX75034. 
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Ray Rouse, EAC #2675 7568 Regency Lake Drive — Boca Raton, FL 33433 
(954) 234-6240 rayrpbfl@gmail.com 


Wanted for Personal Collection: 


1985 Boston Numismatic Society Medal. 


Copper copies of Massachusetts’s silver coins as made by Edwin Bishop from Thomas Wyatt’s counter- 
feit dies. 
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Wanted to buy: all bronze Presidential medals of the New York Numismatic Club and the Rochester Nu- 
mismatic Association. Also, 1929 Howard Newcomb medal (California Coin Club). 


Wanted to buy: Original 1890 Doughty signed (once owned) by Charles E. Moellering. Call me! 


Chuck Heck, EAC #514 703 Village Green Ln, Bluffton, SC 29909 561-628-5345 
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British and Irish Tradesmen and their Copper Tokens of 1787 — 1804, 
a book by Jon Lusk. (EAC #356) It has been fifty years since a book dedicated to the 
subset of Dalton & Hamer tokens known as Tradesmen’ Tokens has been published. The 
author of this work reveals discoveries concerning the issuers, their lives, names, and oc- 
cupations. Tokens are pictured in large size, and in color, along with photographs of the 
edges unwrapped into a straight line. Variety identification photographs and availability 
ratings are included to assist the collector. Using inclusion criteria developed by the au- 
thor, he suggests four collections of these tokens each containing from 110 to 248 pieces. 
This book was written for collectors, or those interested in history. Better yet, it is meant 
for those who are both. It is available from the author, Jon@Lusk.cc. (400 pages, hard- 
bound, 8% x 11 -- $109, free shipping in US) 
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Tom Webster, EAC #5752 P.O. Box 465 Oshtemo, MI 49077 


Wanted to Buy for my Personal Collection: 
Hardcover EAC Convention Sale catalogs. 


1794 S-68 latest die state example in grade range Good to Fine. Seeking examples with choice, smooth 
surfaces, good color and no rim dings. 


1796 Large Cents, seeking middle to end of CC range in choice, well stuck, good color, smooth surfaces, 
with no rim dings. What do you have? 


Connecticut copper coins with fatal or unusual die breaks. Seeking higher condition, full date, choice color 
examples. What do you have? 


Please contact me via email at webs1873@gmail.com ,or feel free to call my mobile phone number 269- 
217-7700. 
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Al Nelson, EAC #5732 


I am trying to upgrade my middle date collection. I am looking for the following varieties in VF30 or better: 
1817 N15 1820 N4 1820 N6 1822 N1 
1822 N7 1839 N4 1839 N5 


Please call me at (847) 746-8510 
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Jim McGuigan, EAC #355 P.O. Box 133 N. Versailles, PA 15137 
www.jimmcguigan@verizon.net (412) 247-4484 


Numismatic Periodicals for Sale 


I have over 1300 periodicals from many of the leading numismatic clubs and organizations for sale. Dating from 
the 1970s to today, these periodicals contain thousands of articles dealing with all aspects of numismatics, including 
coins, tokens, medals and paper money. Many of the articles contain original research and historical information 
about their production and the people who collect them. The periodicals are from 16 different numismatic clubs, 
including ANA, ANS, EAC, C4, JRCS, CSNS, FUN, MSNS, etc. 

Price: $1250. 
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If your mailing address changes, be sure to notify the Treasurer promptly, as the United States 
Postal Service does not forward copies of Penny-Wise. 
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New Half Cent Attribution Guide Makes identifying Half Cents easy. 

Book was awarded EAC Book of the year 2016. Large photos with all attribution 
points clearly illustrated. With each book ordered a quick finder 

Small format guide is included. (a must have tool) 


Soft spiral bound 8.5x11w/small guide— 54.95 + $3.95 shipping 


| Hard bound 8.5x11 w/small guide- #94.95 + $3.95 shipping 


Leather bound 8.5x11 w/Small guide - $149.95 + $3.95 shipping 


Michael Demling 1750 Zion Rd Suite 106A Northfield NJ 08225 
mdemling@mdaarchitects.com 
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Massachusetts Coppers Attribution Guide _ Just like the NJ Copper Guide this publication 
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covers both Mass Cents and Half Cent. 228 pages in 10 chapters outlining proven methods for easy 
attribution. Also four chapters with large photos showing Obverse and Reverse die combinations for 
both cent and half cents. Order yours today. 

Soft bound 8.5x11—54.95+3.95 ship. Soft bound 5.5x6.75---39.95+3.95 ship. Both large and 
small Soft bound special 89.95+4.95 ship. Hard bound 8.5x11---94.95+3.95 ship. 


Michael Demling ~ 1750 Zion Rd. Suite 6A ~ Northfield, NJ 08225 
mdemling@mdaarchitects.com 


* CK OK CK OK OK CK CK KK KK K K OK 


New Jersey Coppers Attribution Guide Makes identifying Jerseys easy. 
Unfortunately all SOLD OUT! But I do have a limited supply of the Leather 
Bound hard back copies . This is a beautiful tan leather, made with premium 
paper. They originally sold for $149.95. Clearance price is $95 + $4 shipping. 
Order one today before their all gone. Send Payment to: 


Michael Demling~ 1750 Zion Rd Suite 106A Northfield NJ 08225 
mdemling@mdaarchitects.com 





* CK OK CK CK OK CK CK KK KK KK K OK 


Paul Langseth, EAC #2976 (480) 220-2056 Tucson, AZ 
plangseth93@hotmail.com 
For Sale 
1848 small date cent, ex-Naftzger. Overstruck on 1840 cent. $ 8000 
1798 large cent, NC-1, ex-Newcomb 11,000 
1801 S-218 cent, VG7 net G5, very old lite obverse scratches, lite porosity. 
Hard to believe, but good eye appeal! 1,400 
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AN IMPORTANT NEW REFERENCE ON HALF CENTS 


The Half Cent, 1793-1857: The Story of America’s Greatest Little Coin 


dhe Half Cent, 1793-1857 


iil So 
dhe Story of piNeslaetecit: 
Greatest-Little Com 


William RuEckberg « 





The story of the half cent from its antecedents and models through its first release in 
1793 to its end in 1857 is told in this interesting and readable book. 


Who made them? Why and when were they made? How many are known of each 
variety? All of these questions and more are clearly addressed. 


All obverses and reverses are illustrated in full color by 3.5” photos. 


Lots of new information about the coins’ design, engraving and manufacture that 
has been learned since the Cohen and Breen books of 35 years ago is included. 


For advanced collectors and those new to early copper 


Approximately 150 pages 8.5 x 11” hard-cover format. 


Cover Price: $125.00. $95.00 to members of EAC, C4, ANA and NBS. 
Contact the author for pricing on orders of 10 or more. 
The deluxe edition of 10 bound in leather is SOLD OUT. 


Only 500 copies will be printed, so it is sure to become a collector’s item. 


Table of Contents and sample pages may be seen at http://www.halfcentbook.com. 
Order at http://www.halfcentbook.com 
or by contacting the author at halfcent@mac.com 
or at PO Box 222338, West Palm Beach, FL 33422-2338 
Bill Eckberg EAC #3395 
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- Which of these coins was the first struck in the New 
World? 

- Which of these were the first coins struck in what 
would eventually become the United States? 

- Benjamin Franklin designed which coin? 

- Which is the first American coin to include the 
famous motto, “e pluribus unum?” 


Colonial 
Coin 
Collectors 






If you are interested in the answers to 
these questions or want to know more 
about the coins on this page or colonial 
era history, check out our website at: 


www.colonialcoins.org 
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Cal lycents.com Specializing in Half Cents & Large Cents (faa —— 


at 


=~ _SC “Tove what | do and | take the covenant I make 
fe a SUN AS alee e Ucar tae s)elec-le Brel lttime(s)iae 
transactions, | am interested in forming an ongoing 
collecting relationship with my new clients. Please 
feel invited to contact me. , i ‘© 
— Chris Victor McCawley #@ | | | @ 


The McCawle ys 
CHRIS VICTOR MCCAWLEY YT4inBnes |) 7 


# as 
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KK CK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK 


Articles and letters published in Penny-Wise and the opinions and viewpoints expressed therein 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of Early American Coppers, Inc., 
the Editor or any other official of the club. Penny-Wise reserves the right to edit all submissions for 
length, clarity and accuracy. 


Copyright of all articles published in Penny-Wise shall belong to Early American Coppers, Inc. Au- 
thors sub- mitting material for publication warrant that the material submitted has not been pub- 
lished before, except where the prior publication is cited and written permission has been granted 
by the copyright holder. At the Editor’s discretion, permission may be granted to authors to re-use 
material published in Penny-Wise. Any simultaneous submission to any other numismatic publica- 
tion should likewise by noted with submission of the article, and approved by the Editor. 
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Rare Early American Coins — Early Copper Coins — Large Selections 
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1793 Wreath Vine Bars 1794 S-24 Apple Cheek 
AU 58+ AU50 CAC 


—_ —— 


1793 Half Cent AU55 PCGS 
$38,970 






Bent Cap,Bneh Leaves 
‘Series: | Coin: | 


wei tan | 








a 1799 S-189 Cent, 1794 Ic S-72 
a = VF25 Important PCGS AU53 Head of 95 
1793 Half Cent, $48,750 $18,400 
PCGS VF 30 Bent, cap 
$11,750 





Phone: 818-481-0569 + Jim@californiararecoins.com 
www.californiararecoins.com 


EARLY AMERICAN COPPER 


isnt just half cents and large cents 





hes 


ACO 


5 








American Historical Medals aa X teers : hf ee (ON 
Colonial and Early American Coins SS eas ZW (7 oo 
World Coins That Circulated in Early America | SAN/ER ANC te 





And some large cents too Pe 7@) iPS e/a 


John Kraljevich Americana 
" WWW.JKAMERICANA.COM 


PO Box 1939 jk@jkamericana.com 
Fort Mill, SC 29716 EAC 3208 since 1989 443.454.7588 










U.S. COINS SIGNATURE AUCTION 


September 4-9, 2019. | Long Beach | Live & Online 


The Donald Stoebner Early 
Large Cent Collection 


Date 


A Rarely-Formed Complete Collection of Sheldon-Numbered Cents 





1793 S-11a Cent, VF35 PCGS 1793 NC-6 Cent, Good Details PCGS 
Vine and Bars Edge The Third Example Identified 








1794 S-37 Cent, VF Details NGC 1795 S-80 Cent, Fine Details PCGS 
From the Exman Collection Important Jefferson Head Cent 


1796 S-110 Cent, VF20 PCGS 1799/8 S-188 Cent, VF Details PCGS 1801 S-217 Cent, Fine 12 PCGS 












Choice Surfaces Important Overdate Rarity Elusive 1801 Die Marriage 


Inquiries: Mark Borckardt | 214-409-1345 | MarkB@HA.com 
Visit HA.com/1299 to view the catalog or place bids online 


DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH 
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG 


Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40+ Categories 
Immediate Cash Advances Available 


| ae. 1 Million+ Online Bidder-Members 
Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc. LSM0818768, 


Paul Minshull LSM0605473. BP 20%; see HA.com. 52952 


HERITAGE 
AN Cl iaQeinies 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 
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— U.S. COINS SIGNATURE AUCTION 


September 4-9, 2019 | Long Beach | Live & Online 





An Important Copper Event 
The Mark Hays Collection of United States Half Cents 


The Hays Collection offers 80 different varieties 
of half cents with die states and duplicates. 





1793 C-1 Half Cent, VF25 PCGS 1794 C-1la Half Cent, XF40 PCGS 1794 C-4a Half Cent, VF385 PCGS 
Splendid Surfaces The Usual Late Die State Manley Die State 3.0 





1797 Lettered Edge Half Cent 1802 C-1 Half Cent, Good 6 PCGS 1804 C-2 Half Cent 


C-3b, VG Details Reverse of 1800 Good Details PCGS 
Late Die State Early Die State Intermediate Die State 





1805 C-2 Half Cent, VG10 PCGS 1808/7 C-1 Half Cent 1852 B-2 Half Cent 


Small 5, With Stems Good Details PCGS PR63 Brown PCGS 
Only 13 Known First Restrike 


Inquiries: Mark Borckardt | 214-409-1345 | MarkB@HA.com 
Visit HA.com/1299 to view the catalog or place bids online 


DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH IE RIT, GE 
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG A 


~ 


Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40+ Categories AUCTION S 
Immediate Cash Advances Available THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
1 Million+ Online Bidder-Members NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 


Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc. LSM0818768, 
Paul Minshull LSM0605473. BP 20%; see HA.com. 53871 


— 
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Trusted Names, Familiar Faces, 
DYNAMIC RESULTS! 









Ay ual 
Lawrence R. Stack Brian Kendrella 









Ron Gillio John Pack 





Vicken Yegparian Melissa Karstedt Wayne Berkley Bobby Avena 


When the time comes to sell, it's important to turn to the people who are experienced and world renowned in every 
aspect of the auction process. Our professionals have handled many of the most famous rarities and named collections 
over the last 70 years. Whether your collection or individual pieces are valued at $2,000 or $20,000,000, we offer you 
the same care and expertise that has realized top market prices for our past consignors, who include famous names 
like D. Brent Pogue, John J. Ford, Jr., Louis E. Eliasberg, Harry W. Bass, and more. Join the most successful auction 
firm in the business. Simply call or email us today to consign to one of our upcoming auctions. 


When Great Collections are Sold, Stack’s Bowers Galleries Sells Them. 


Contact Us For More Information 
West Coast: 800.458.4646 « East Coast: 800.566.2580 « Email: Consign@StacksBowers.com 


LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS | LEGENDARY RESULTS | A LEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM 


: 1231 E. Dyer Road, Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA 92705 « 949.253.0916 
123 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019 ¢ 212.582.2580 
Info@StacksBowers.com e StacksBowers.com 


cereal gets California e New York e New Hampshire ¢ Hong Kong « Paris 
America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer SBG PennyWiseTrustedNames_190702 
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FEBRUARY 16 , 2020 AUCTION 


featurin 


~ TheDouskas F. Bird Collection & The Widok Collection. 


There are 179 spectacular pieces in the Bird collection, and many are finest known examples that have been 
off the market for decades. All will be sold in our 16 Midas; auction that will also feature 


the outstanding Widok Collection of Half Cents. 
LARGE CENTS 
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1807/6 S-272 1814 3-295 









as 


1795 C-5b 1831 C-l 1849 Ist Restrike 





1795 C-2b 


PCGS VF30 PCGS XF45 PCGS AU-55 PCGS XF-40 NGC PF66BN 
CAC Approved Ex. Eliasberg Ex. Eliasberg 


ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS FOR ALL PRE-LONG BEACH AUCTIONS 
CONTACT US FOR DETAILS 1-800-978-2646 


CATALOGS AVAILABLE $15.00 


DELUXE HARD BOUND CATALOGS AVAILABLE $125 (PRE-ORDER ONLY) 


on Copper Representative 
~ PNG Bob Grellman 407-221-1654 
#153 #154 YAW AY Ae [o) (o]ol=1aefere)lat-mexe) puma si¢ Ohio VAs0y-40/-1o im 2O) Mal gla} = 
lra & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles, Inc. » 11400 W. Olympic Blvd., Suite 800 Los Angeles, CA 90064 
310-551-2646 PH « 310-551-2626 FX « www.goldbergcoins.com «|! goldbergcoins 





Kevin Vinton and Chris McCawley are pleased to announce their association in: 


Vinton-McCawley Auctions 





Our first public auction is set for November 2019 in Baltimore, during the week of the 
Whitman Expo/C4 Convention, and features the Neil Rothschild Collection of Connecticut 
Coppers. Details forthcoming and catalogs will be ready in mid-August. Contact us to be 

added to the mailing list and to register to bid. 


We are presently accepting consignments for our January 2020 Sale as well as the 2020 
EAC Sale. 


We look forward to working with you! 


Contact: 
Kevin Vinton Chris McCawley 
PO Box 771 Danbury CT 06813 PO Box 6400 Austin TX 78762 
203-305-4710 kevin@indeetlib.com 405-226-5072 cmccawley@aol.com 


vintonmccawley. com 


Specialist in 
Early American Copper 
Colonials 
Half Cents - nts 
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Colonial Coins Half Cents Large Cents 
1793-1857 (1793-1796) 


Large Cents Coronet Head Large 
(1796-1814) Cents (1816-1839) Cents (1840-1857) 


512-297-2116 or 405-226-5072 (cell) 
cmccawley@aol.com_ ebay-friscomint1 793 


VAKY] Me) TAL XY 
www.earlycents.com 


Chris Victor-McCawley 
P.O. Box 6400, Austin, TX 78762 


. Chris McCawley 
& Lucas Baldridge 


i oe oe Member 
= P-N:G Early American Coppers 
Rinaeolalgs.Nnegsliy: cane (EAC) 


PROFESSIONAL INUMISMATISTS GUILD 
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The definitive guide 
to EAC grading 


Each grade fully illustrated 
and described 


A must have masterpiece 
of research 


$55 Postage Paid 


Hi, I'm Lucas Baldridge and have recently started 
working full time with my uncle "The Numismatic 
Godfather" aka Chris McCawley. You can like our 
Facebook page under Early Cents and stay up to date 
on our latest show schedule. You can also view our 
frequently updated new purchases on our website at 
earlycents .com. I am excited to be here learning and 
working towards our future numismatic endeavors. 
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Your #1 choice in the finest quality and widest 
selection of Early American Colonials, Half 
Cents, and Large Cents on Ebay. Over 2000 early 
coppers listed with both raw and top tier 3rd party 
graded coins available, new inventory added daily. 
Weekly, no reserve, $.99 cent auctions. Flexible and 
committed to building the collection YOU want, 
new or experienced numismatists alike. Contact us 
through Ebay, E-mail, or call us directly and we’ll 
help find what you’re looking for. 





FRISCOMINT1 793 


Dior. Tom by-Neluvelexem-nare! 
Travis Hollon, Proprietors 


C# 972-310-9497 
214-912-6644 


friscomint@ live.com 
www.ebay.com/str/friscomint 





Early American Coppers 
Membership Dues Notice for July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 
SEE THE NEW ADDRESS FOR MAILING DUES 


January 1, 2019 


Use this form or go to https://squareup.com/market/early-american-coppers-inc to pay 
securely online. Or you can go to http://eacs.org and click on Join EAC and Use Method 2. 


Print your name and mailing address for PENNY-WISE: 


Telephone #: 


E-mail address: 


Dues are payable by June 30, 2019 for the period 7/1/2019 to 6/30/2020. 
lf your dues expire before June 30, 2019, please contact our Treasurer 


(loualfonso@aol.com) for your renewal dues rate. 


You may pay for up to five (5) years at a time. 


Regular dues (including new members) $39 x years = 
Associate members send $10.00/year 
Junior members send $5.00 (under 18 yrs old at 7/1/18) 


Life Membership is $1000, payable in two equal installments 


First Class mailing option for having all 4 issues of PW mailed via 
First Class US Mail $10.00 (per year) 


Make checks payable to Early American Coppers. 


Mail to: Early American Coppers, Inc. 
PO Box 480188 
Delray Beach, FL 33448 
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1793 S-10 R4 Wreath Cent with Vine & Bars Edge. 
Sharply struck and nearly flawless E-MDS, Breen state I late. The border beads before the mouth are 
starting to weaken but are still clearly visible. Graded EF45 by Del Bland and listed as tied for CC#6 in 
the Bland/Breen condition census. Noyes says EF40 and tied for CC#7 in his list. 


Ex George W. Rice-St. Louis Stamp & Coin Co. 4/1906:940-Virgil M. Brand 2/7/1941-Burdette G. John- 
son-Hans M. F. Schulman 4/1951:1101-Homer K. Downing-1952 ANA Sale (New Netherlands Coin Co.) 
lot 1624-Dr. William H. Sheldon 4/19/1972-R. E. Naftzger, Jr., New Netherlands Coin Co 11/14/1973:331 
(as AUS0)-Julian Leidman-Rick Howard-David Berg-New England Rare Coin Galleries-1975 EAC 
Sale (Pine Tree Auction Co.) 2/1975:596 (as AU)-New England Rare Coin Galleries-Superior Galleries 
2/21/1977:985 (as AUS0)-Dr. Carl B. Ermshar, Jr. 


